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Berlin Says
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Bridgehead

Established North of Caen
OUR NAVAL LOSSES LIGHT

THE ALLIED LANDINGS IN FRANCE, WHICH BEGAN AT DAWN
YESTERDAY, WERE STATED LAST NIGHT TO BE PROCEEDING IN A
“« THOROUGHLY SATISFACTORY MANNER,” WITH NAVAL- LOSSES

LESS TEAN HAD BEEN EXPECTED, ACCORDING TO MR CHURCHILL,
LODGMENTS EXIST ON A BROAD FRONT, AND SOME PENETRA-

TIONS WERE SEYERAL-MILES DEEP.
The first communiqué issned from Supreme H.Q.

Force yesterday meorning stated:—

-

Allied Expeditionary

“ Under the command of General Eisenhower, Allied naval forces,
supported by strong air forces, began landing Allied armies this"m?m-

ing on the northern coast of France.”
The second communigué issued late last night read:—

Shortly before midnight on 5th June
1944 Allied night bombers opened the
assaulf. ‘Their attacks in very great

sirensth continued until dawn.

Retween (630 and 0730 hours this £

morning, two naval task forces com-
manded by Rear-Admiral Sir Philip

Vian, K.B.E, D.S.0, flying his flag in
HMS. Seylla (Capt. T. M. Brownrigsg,
C.B.E., R.N.}), and Rear-Admiral Alan

drich Kirk, U.S.N,, in U550, Augusta
?é};}pt. E. Ilkaianes, U.S.N.), launched

their assault forces at enemy beaches.

The naval forces, which had previously
sccembled under the overall command of
Admiral Sir Beriram Ramsay, made t{helr
departure in frach weather. and were joined
during the night by bombarding forces, which
had previously leii mnorifhern waters.
Channels had tﬂd be swept through the large
enemy minefields. '

'I’hig operation was completed shortly
beipre dawn, and while minesweeping
flotidlaz continned to sweep towarsd 1he
enemy coast, the entire naval force foliowed
down swept channels behind them {owards
their objeclives. -

ENEMY TRAWLER SUNK

Shortly -before the assault three enemy
{orpedo boats, with armed trawlers In com-
pany, aitemptied i{o interfere with the opera-

ijon and were prompily driven off. One
enemy irawler was sunk and another severely
damagod.

The assault forces moved towards: the
heaches vnder cover of heavy bombardment
srom destroyers and‘ other support craft,
while heavier ships engaged enemy hatteries
which had already been subjected 1o

bombardment irom the air, o
Some of these were silenced, Allied rorces
coniinued to engage other batteries.
T.andings were effected under cover of ihe
air and naval bombardments, and airborne
landings involving troop-carrying aircraft and
sliders, carrying large forces of troops, were
~lzo made suececciully at a number of points.

Reports of operafions so far show that
our forces succeeded in their initial land-
ings. Fighiing continues.

Allied heavy, medium,. and light and
fighter bombers continued the air bombard-
ment in very great strength throughout the
day, with atftacks on eInp
defensive works, and communications. _

Continuous fighter cover was maintained

over ihe beaches, and for some distance
inland. a2nd over naval operations in ihe

Channel.  Our night fighters plaved an
eqitally important role in protecting shipping
iﬂﬂf troop-carrier forces and iniruder opera-
ICRIE. -7 e . L

Allied reconnaissance aireraft maintained
continuous watch by day and night over
ssipping and zroaund foveas. QOur nireraft met
with liitle enemy fighter opposition or anii-
atreraft fire. Naval casualiles were regarded
as being very lighi, especially when the mag-
nitnde of the operation is taken into account.

GENERAL VIEW OF SITUATION
Bevond the fact that the landings were
made in Normandy, Allied H.Q. are naturally
giving few details. German reporis say,

however, ithat we have established a bridge-
ficad 1215 miles wide and several kilometres
in depth around the moutih of the Orne, the
river on which the fown of Caen stands. Caen
was peneirated by Allied airborne f{roops.
Berlin also says landings are proceeding wiih
“ parficulay strength and intensily ” at Arro-
manches, farther wesi. The *smashing” of
a landing bid at St Vaast de la Hougue, on
the north-east coast of the Cherbourg penin-
sula. was elaimed, but it was admitted that
Allied airborne iroops were fighting for the
Carentan-Valosnes road, which runs ihrough
the peninsula from south-east fo north-west.
From the news available—much of it from

enemy sources—operaiions would appear 1o
be proceeding on the siretch of coast between

Le Havre and Cherbourg, while powerful
forces of paralroops have been landed iniand,

MONTGOMERY LEADS

General Sir Bernard  Montgomery is in

command of {he Allied armiés.

It was announced recentiy that Field-
Marshal von Rundtstedt is in command of the
German forces, bui Reuiter reporis that

Hitler is taking personal command of all
anti-invasion operations.

QOVER THE FIRST HURDLES

The feeling at SH.AETF. (Supreme Head-
quarters, Allied. Expeditionary Force) last
nignt was that it was still far too early io

accore the podiflon in Normandv, but the
opposilion {o the expedilion, as far as ihe
beaches. was less than expected. and theresvas
no cause for pessimism. The Luftwaffe had
not come up Iin any sirength, nor given
bafile, and the coast defence guns have

gun emplacements, |

also given less trouble than expecied. The
£0nvovs fﬁhﬂ h.%;i_ fizvger attacks on the

assage than anticipated. - L
P' It Emuld reasonably be felt that we had
ot over the first four.or five hurdles of
ihis historic operation. . o
First of all, cur concentration in the home
ports was not bombed or intérfered with
Secondly, our convoys in passage were nof
seriously attacked. Thirdly, we have swept
passages through the minefields without such
opposition as we might have expectied.
Fourthly, we have managed 1o ‘get ashore
without the eoact defence gunc heing nearly
as effective as they might have been.

The Germans had not disclosed themselves
in strength, and it was far too early 1o say
what was acfually happening.

As far as the underwater obstacles were
concerned. we landed our forces as far as
possible at’ low tide, or just after low 1lide,
so that engineers and naval parties could
deal with them dryshod, and not have to
make the hazardous atiempt to desiroy them
in deep water. _

Obpstacles further inland will be dealt with

by explosives engineers and so 01

| THE WEATHER
It can now be disclosed that the opera-
tion had 1o be postponed for 2Z& hours
because of weather. At the {ime when it

was originaliy planned to start {hec opera-
fion experis said that bad weather was
coming, and the posiponement decision was
taken. ' .
Twenty-four hours later it was blowing
presty hard from the west and north-west
and clouds were coming over, buti the experts
said that ‘better weather was coming, and
on the strength of that forecast the authori-
ties decided 10 go forward with the expedi-
ton. If the weather had failed us and
remained as bad as it was at the fime, the
gifficulties of the PassSage would have been
very great, and it might have . been gdisastrous.
As it was, the weather forecast was fo
some extent fulfilled, but the passage across
must have been very uncomfortable. It was
blowing pretiy freshly fron the west and
novih-wast. and wag, in fact. blowing co hard
that a few of the {ank landing eraff had
their engines swamped and could noi go on.
The rest baltled on with the difficulties of
the weather and got to the other side on
time.
A SUMMARY OF THE SITUATION
Here is a summary of the situation from
ihe naval and air sides, as far as the picture
was available at S H.A.E.F. last night:—
The Navy—So far, the vast minesweeping
operations have gone according 4o plan,
though perhaps their hardest task lies ahead.
Hundreds of sweepers led our forces, swept
tneir way through the mined Aareas, estab-
lished clear watler and marked the channels
for mile aiter mile, The difficulties were
very great. There Is mineable water irom
our coast to the French coasf, and the sus-
pected area was large. 1f surprise was to
be achieved, the sweepers could not do any
prelminary .im{estigatiﬂn. The sweeping
and marking of the channels had {o be carried
out through the night. A cross-tide of twao
knots that turned and increased to two knots
in ihe opposite direction had to be allowed
for and, at the turn of the tide, ships had
to change sweeps from one side to the other.
Nawvigation had 1o be absoluiely accuraie.
As the enemy coast was approached, different
i¥pes of minesweepers had to take up the
lead in order to work in the shallower water
and to deal with the varying types of mines
that might be encountered. Sweepers were
also deialiled 1o proceed ahead 1o clear the
way for the bombarding forces. A mistake
by one ship might have thrown a ivhole
floiilia into confusion. No matter what was
happening around them, the sweepers could
not ba distraatad for an ingtant. Thare eould
be no zig-zagging, no quick {urns or avoiding
action. _
All reporis to date show that the losses
of the U.S. naval tfask forces were sur-
prisingly low—President Roosevel{ stated in
‘Washington last night that up to noon they
consisted of two destroyers and one landing
ship for {anks.

- ABBSENCE OF LUFTWAYFE
The most surprising factor. perhaps. of
the invasion {o dale has been the absence of
of the German Air Force. The Luftwaffe, in

fact, hag scarcely 'shown up. and up to some
time yesterday morning only 50 enemy air-
crait had been reported,

This does not mean that the Luftwaffe will
not show up in very large numbers. It is
believed that the Germans have between
1300 and 2000 fighfers in Germany and the
west, and, taking into account reserves and
German production. the Allied Air Forces
must reckon having to deal with g force of
that strength for some time, Géring has told
the Luftwaffe that “invasion must be beaten
off at all cosis, even if the Luftwaffe perishes
inn the process.” - .




