Issue No. 29 Spring 2011

1983 KING & COUNTRY 20114




1

A VIEW FROM THE TRENCHES...

AS 1 WAS PUTTING together this particular edition of “COLLECTOR” it really made me
think about the amazing variety of figures...vehicles... aircraft and accessories KING &
COUNTRY produces - not just occasionally but every single month throughont the year!

I genuinely believe that not one of our many competitors covers such a broad spec-

trum of historical subjects... and in such depth as K&C

That's not to say that these same competitors do not also make
great products.... they do and I'm delighted to say I collect some of
them! But, even in these difficult times, I'm glad to say we are
g exciting new product lines... and this special
it
isit to the “Land of the Nile” begins with 1

K&C's colourful “Napoleon in Egypt” series 3 L NP Rt R

which brings together the colour and 2

/' spleandour of Napoleonic times with one of

soldier and military miniature makers. S0 you
can be assured that where K&C goes today
others will follow tomorrow...
Egypt again played a major historical role
,» asa battleground in World War Two. In
this “COLLECTOR” you can see both
AXIS and ALLIED soldiers and fighting vehicles as they would
have appeared during 1940 and ‘41 in Egypt's Western Desert
But it's not all “swords, sandals and sun cream” here... K&C journeys
back to Europe going from the dizzy heights of pre war Germany to the
depths and despair of the final months of Hitler's crumbling Third Reich.
From war-torn Europe we travel eastwards once more to the rugged
mountains and treacherous passes of India’s North West Frontier. Cam-
ouflage smocks and machine guns make way for scarlet tunics, the
sound of bugle and drum and volley fire from Martini Henry rifles with
our latest “SONS OF THE EMPIRE” figures.
Finally, we go even further back to K&C's earliest days and some of
our very first gloss releases. They

7-10
‘GERMANY 1945 shaw better than anything just how

112 far we've come and how much .
‘GERMANY 1938 farther we are going to go. Why 2

don’t you come along with us on
this “voyage of discovery”?
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OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE’S Egyptian Campaign of 1798-1801, although ultimately a failure,
was a bold attempt to advance French influence and trade interests in the Middle and Near East.

At the same time, it was Napoleon’s intention to cut Brit

discontent and rebellion there.

‘s overland access to India and forment

NAPOLEON

HIS PARTICULAR

campaign marked
the beginning of a
long-lasting  European
fascination with Egypt,
istory and ancient
tion which continues
to this day.

The four-year military
adventure into “The Land
of the Pharaolis” would

including art and design
diterature ... science...
and even.... tourism! Al of
that however had to play

secondary role to
Napoleon's primary goal

carpaigns that twe ourselves
were miost familiar with...
The “Peninsular War” and
the  Emperors  “Last
Hundred Days
b up to Waterlco.”
Although these have
been extremely successful
the team
to  venture
“We did
consider  the _ Russian
Campaign of 1812 together
with the "Retreat from
Moscow,” Andy says,
before deciding that it was
just too big a subject to
take on." “I reckon,” he
emphatically states, “that
the Grande Armee alone
would have kept us busy

wwhich led

and  disrupting

litary domination.
To achieve these important
tasks he first had to assemble an
army of almost 40,000 men... then
gather a huge fleet of ships
sailors necessary to carry them onto
Egypt. The Mediterranean port of
Toulon was selected as
the principle port of
embarkation and soon
began to resemble one
massive armed camp.
Napoleon also ensured
large body of
scientistsand

(gatherad from all over
France) came to Toulon,
ready to join his
invasion force. Their

record
o tudy all aspects of

Egyptian life, the country’s amazing
history and, of course, its ancient
civilization. This was to be no ordinary
invasion. This was, in effect, the dawn
of today’s “Eguptology”.

THE Ké&C CONNECTION

Since _reintroducing _ Napoleonic
themes and figures into the KING &
COUNTRY catalogue several years aga
we have seen an amazing growth in
popularity and interest among collectors
all over the world.

Simultaneously it has given K&C’s
own design team, led by the
company’s co founder and creative
dinector, Andy C. Neilson, an opportunity
10 explore the many different aspects
of the colourful and dramatic era that
was the Napoleoitic Wars.

Andy picks up the story, “When
K&C first began to produce these kinds of
figurés we  started with historical

2

from now until doomsdayl”
Although the “Retreat from
Moscow” had some appeal K&C
also believed that one “winter”
series (The Battle of the Bulge) was
enough to be getting on with.
“Besides,” Andy adds, "I felt like a
change of weather as well as different
nery!”

CHANCE DISCOVERY

‘The answer of “where fo go” and
“ahat to go with” Napoleonically
speaking came about quite by
accident...




“A few years ago,” Andy
was in New York taking part in Louis
Badolato’s Toy Soldier Symposium
and had a free day at the end of the
cvent to myself. | decided to explore a

#%THE NEW YORK
TOY SOLDIER SYMPOSIUM

A SYMPOSIUM i usually
described as a meeting of Iike-minded
individuals to discuss all wspects of
mtal iterest... In @ nutshell that is
jast about war the New ¥

m, eld most years in

npos
is all about.
al years ago Hhree dedicated
LS toy oldit enthgsass dcide 1o do
just that. New York In is

adolato together with Manhattan
restaurateur

i

organized a se
s to “talk toy soldiers”.
vs. collectors

ates and then
all oger the world fa enjoy a series of
collctio

. meet and
d,

oisit a real.five toy soldier show i

m the last day!
il o ol

gencrasity this

has aftracted

v 8t o oy oier
sarnes ke Figarti... Johm Jenkins
Ken Osen... Wiliass Britaing and
a itle compny called KING & COUNTRY.
(and yours trly),
The Symposiis s o great woay fo
and interact withfellowo §%%
collectors and leaing manufacturers-4
offen on @ one-to-one basi. I've been
Jortunate o attend most of them ant
can heartily recommend them to

3

little bit of the city and was walking up the
famous Fifth Avenue when 1 came across
the Dahesh Museum of Art. This little
‘museum specialises in 19th and carly 20th
eentury Orientalist Art with special
nfn-nn to Middle Eastern art and
architecture. Most of the work is by
western_artists who journeyed to the
Middle East at that time to capture the
unique character, flavour and history of
the region

While exploring the Museum
Andy discovered their ,,zn\hup and
found several illustrated
Napoleon’s ill-fated Egypti: p(‘dltmn

“The images and illusinations in the
books fascinated Andy says. “They
were almost umlmmn in their breadth,
scope and colour... And this wes
Iundred years before the invention .vf
cinemal™

an ex

Then and there be decided
that a ‘-mwmn in Egupl”

series held great potential fora King
& Country range.
A WINDOW OF
OPPORTUNITY
As many “COLLECTOR" readers
know coming up with fresh,
innovative ideas for figures and
serics is really quite easy... mast of
do it all vm- time.

‘hat is diffieult is finding a

autable i inan already “burting-
at-the- soams” releasescheciule.

that s the hard part!

This particular  idea

however continued to

stay at the forefront of

kmn ,,] stayirig pouwer,
Andy remarks, “1 like
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R Ty p—

catalogue Andy shared the concept
with a few close “confidants” in the
hobby. During mpany

Chicago’s Old Toy
Sul er Show back in 2009 K&C
reative director discretely discussed
he * L.upmn idea” with a few trh)\L\I
&C dealers and collectors

saye

“Perhaps the most enthusiastic,
Andy goes on,
- Distributor for Fran
to thirk we might be onto somethin Fred, Andy state )y
To emphasise that fact and, this pot ew series would
perhaps, to convince himself that  not only be extremely popular in
Noleon  in - Egypt™  France but could alse have wide
really would be appeal in the rest of the toy
soldier world. Up to this point,

and ....a superb architectural backdrop
item.

rst and foremost, of
must be the man

figure is et e
famous painting




clutching a
in one hand and his
banner

ready, enjoy
drink and mmv
. s e

fon to these single
a unique little

shade of an umbrella, a Dragoon
Oficer studies the artwork.
A)

<
Finally, in this first ™ —sadeis

release is an excellent (and

useful) display piece to set

the scene and providea perfect
drop”

e
Two time-weathered pillars support

of the ruins of an ancient
s three-piece display item
vemsatle... and perect fur this “Neeleon
in Egy ne. It can also easily d
realistically) Ln utilized in a wide variety
of other I\nk)m.\\ eras... From K&C s
series... to the Middle
des and even

. Eastin m. time of the C

the cpic stugg
fr

o
So, there you have it.... the story

hind our new “Napoleon in Egypt”

ning,

T () s s o (o unique
range in the coming months.




THE

ROLLS-ROYCE

ARMOURED
CAR

—_
J_IIL Rolls-Royce Armoured Wy

Car was a British fighting
vehicle originally developed in
1914 and successfully used
throughout the First World
War... It even saw acti
again in the early year
the Second World War.

FIGHTING STORY

Ithough  the
Car pro

Armoures

them in his “Arah
Revolt” against the Turks
in the Middle East during 1917
and 1918

Closer to home they took part in
the lIrish Cioil War (1922-1923)
helping to put down dissident
elements of the Irish Republican
Army. These armoured vehicles
continued in Irish military service
until 1944,

SECOND WORLD WAR

At the outbreak of the war on
Seplember 3, 1939, just 76 Rolls-Royee
Armoured Cars remained in service
with the British force:
be found in the Middle
in Palestine, Egypt,
on both “policing” and “recontais-
sance” duties.
carly 1942 they were being
removed from active duty as more
modern vehicles replaced them.
There were however some Rolls-
Rayee Armanred Cars that continued to
provide useful service. These

particular ones had been built in India
and were used throughout the sub
continent and in Burma,

THE K&C VERSION

Our new “Rolier” is in_typical
three-colour camouflage of the early
“Desert War” period and comes with a
Vickers Machine Gun turret and a
vehicle commander scanning the
horizon for any si

rear compartment
can  be

seen some extra armament in the
form of two 303 Lee Enfield Riffes.

is vehicle belongs to the famous
“7t Armoured Division"(The Desert
Rats)and carries a readily identifiable
RAF roundel on the bonnet for easy
aircraft recognition.
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IRGDTIGER (Henschel nroduction)




Y THE BEGINNING of 1945, after almost six years of
war, the once ty, allconquering German Army
was a shadow of its former self... Almost two million
soldiers had been killed with another one and a half

million captured or missing...

wounded...
come from?

At this late stage of the war
Hitler and his generals would use
anything and anyone to try and halt
the unrelenting advance of the
Allied Earlier, in the
autumn of 1944, the “VOLKSSTURM'
had been set up. Millions of men
and boys, cithr too ald or too
young to ser o regular army
had been “called- up “io sarve at the
ront.

Given the most rudimentary
military training and often armed
with obsolete or captured enemy
weapons many of these “fresh
trops even lacked proper uniforms
and equipment.

Replacements were needed but where would they

Millions more had been

“ENEMY AT THE GATES”
Among Ké&C's latest and
upcoming German releases are

e wih denchable
g

a co of typical late-war
“Volkssturm®  conscripts.  Young
“Hitlerjugend” volunteers stand side by
de with elderly grandfathers many of

them clutching their “Panzerfausts”.
Spread thinly about their ranks are
a few regular Wehrmacht and Waffen
S5 soldiers to “stiffen” the resistance
and perhaps, provide a little useful
battleficld knowledge and experience.
@ a couple of veteran
brown-uniformed SA men called up

for the fight!

HEAVYWEIGHT SUPPORT

modern weapon they were
ued with in abundance was the
‘Panzerfaust”, the simple, easy-to-
use, shoulder-fired anti tank rocket.
It was hoped by the High
Command that these crude but
effective weapons could
stop the legions of allied “Jalay
tanks, quite literally, in their
tracks.

Providing some additional fire
support fnmla little confidence) is one of
“Jagdtigers”. This 72-ton

monster armed with & a huge 126mm
gun can devastale any armoured
opposition that comes its

way. It does
suffer from a plethora of
problems... For a start, it's
too heavy for many of
roads and

however,

It also uses up precious fuel at an
alarming rate and, to make matters
worse it breaks dowon far toa often! But

for remaining
Vafwnm . itsall they've gotl
K&l Limited”

mnd.l comes in a battle-womn,
two-colour

camouflage  scheme
ith three partial-crew
Its detachable
section allows for safe:

main_gun

each special
numbered information brochure.
Please note: Just 750 of this
particular fighting vehicle are being
produced.
T
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12 OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

ERLIN IN THE SUMMER OF 1938 Adolf Hitler and the Nazis
have been in power for five and a half tumultuous years and
much in Germany has changed... There is food on the table and
full employment... There is pride in the rapidly growing strength
and might of the Third Reich... Germany is once more at the centre
of the world stage — as most Germans think it shouid be... Everywhere
the Fuhrer goes he is welcomed by a huge forest of raised right arms.
He promises a new Germany that will last a thousand years!
What could possibly go wrong?

Not so far away }
LAHT34

p
Germans languish in A
rutal  concentration kS
Mn\p; their only §

. to oppose Hiller
s henchmen.

El >
thousands of fellow Germans are
also being deprived of their homes,
their livelihoods, their civil rights
and their basic human requirements... 5 it vals... the sinister blac)

Their only crime... o be ewish! = cl ffel....the dreaded SS.

SIEG HEIL! SOON WILL COME
This darker, more vicius side THE DAY OF RECKONING
of the new Nazi rL)_,u!lL}.,m's largely Few among those cheering
ignored by crowds “sieg-heiling” their Fuhrer
the world could know or even guess um

within  seven years
“Thousand-Year Reich” would
shattered ruins... and Hitler and ]ns
murderous gang would be gone
from the face of

7

at large and the
millions thronging.
the crowed streets
and  pavements
hailing their belove!
Fubhrer.

Many of this

crowd are dressed

of the multitude of organizations
taken over by the “Party’

young boys there is the
“Hitlerjugend”, the Nazis' own
patamilitary youth group... for
teenage girls there is the “Bunid
Deutscher Madel” (the
German Maidens)... the BDM.

‘The German Red Cross has also
been co-opted by the regime as even
their members raise their rightarms  crowded fervour.
in salute, Older First War veterans, And, of course, there
wearing their medals proudly on  are the ubiquitous SA men (the
their chest, are caught up in the Sturmabteilung)... still dangerous but

A yound Hilerjugend trampeter



lmy': entry into the Second
World War should have
given “II Duce”

establishing a “neco Roman Enpire”.
In June 1

the battle in the Alps separating
two nations cost the Italians dearly.
Over 4,000 of their soldiers were
killed and wounded compared to
less than 200 on the French side!

A few months later, the Il.\h.\r\
attack on Greece was repelled
heavy casualties. Their forces et
back in headlong retreat back into

Albania with the Greeks in hot
pursuit
KA mew Beraglieriinfamey g on

the offensive accompanicd by our faiest
fighting vebicie..

some serious
pause for thought and a large
dose of reality in his dream of

e 1940, the
short, disastrous campaign
against France, already
recling  from  the
German assault in the
West, was a humiliating
fiasco... in just 15 days

he

An even greater reversal
however was about to erupt in North
Africa...

MUSSOLINI'S

MISADVENTURE
After launching a  massive
nvasion from Libya into
hheld Egypt the
Italian forces then halted,
dugin and allowed
themselves be
out-manoeuvered  and
out-fought by the vastly

out-rumbered British.
ight entire Italian divisions
than 130,000 were

Despite Mussolini’s boastful
claims Italy did not possess the

(mare
captured during the daring British
ﬂlpnbllm/ to wage effective and counter offensive of early 1941,

Only the timely arrival of
General Erwin Rommel and his
y d Deutsche Afrika Karps
in February and March 1941 saved
a harrible disaster from becoming a
terrible rout!

Suc ul mmivm military

As they soon found out!




SERIES 250 TANKS

Our KEC MISD tank will be wvailable ix is an
the different versions ws purt of the “Series 250

rene.

On_these two_pages we are
featuring the original Italian Forces
one alongside  captured Australian

ltematice complete with painted
diplaged

“WAS THE ITALIAN ARMY
REALLY SO BAD?". -

The straight answer, of course,.

contrary to Allied myth, is that

Italy’s farces were a “miited big” of
good, bad and indifferent units,

nding on certain important

ilitary factars and individual unit

Italy, at least durifig the early
stages of thewar, did not suffer
fxom anyack of manpower. Nor
was there a paucity of personal

‘AUS

parade or at Fascist Party Rallicsibut
it was seriously short of regular and
realistic training... its”officer corps
with_some major excepfions, ‘was
Tazy, incompetent and self-centered,
litlecaring for the welfare and w
being of the ordinary rank and file..

The army’s equipment and weapons
were often out-dated and obsole!
more useful for figh
World War than the S

THE EXCEPTIONS

bravery and courage. Whatwas |l

lacking was the absence of

up-to-date  military
training... decent leadershi
modern weapons and equip-

ment.

Virtually all of these faults (%
could, be laid fairly g
squarely at the collective
feet

amateur Aussic

“sigu

Aniagingly however some Italian

units, when, properly trained
armed’and professionally led
could_and did perform “military

even the mast hazardous
tuations.
he best were the elite

n of Maly i the-mid 19th

*Century.

Thesg.are the subject of KING ™

& COUNTRY's latest release

of Italian Forces in WW2.

Seven of our
troops wear the tropical
sun helmet complete
with black cockerel
feathers on the right
side. An attached officer
is from the “Trieste”
Motorised Division.



in this unique and colourful

series K&C are going back

into our own history and
launching a new regin

duced over

20 years ago... The Ludhiana

T e e
light ycars ahead of the earlicr on
in terms of vastly impro

and, of

ch
officer, his Indiar counterpart, a
warcli

bugler and a rifleman.




OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

 mounted bandsmen
fhianas” rifleman. On
n the works...
including a few

more
and

“traditional
s paint

ill be interesting to
see what the reactions of
many K& collectors will

be. Many of those same
collectors have only

e

o




SCRAPBOOK

superb_painting by noted military
artist  Paul et A
s fro

called the more trad;

AT > ng finish.

traditio
moe and for al 1] that you
s @ fuge collection
to make a great
looking display —

n this page are sev

Alon Iso ral
little book, but an npmdndlml of carlier
dly it is no attempt at the Ludhiana Sikhs (note

o Sond f e L
o of S s it
afficer prepare io muke every \'
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— KING & COUNTRY'S __ hzun
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SUPPLEMENT

uring World War Two the P-47 was the biggest and heaviest invitations to several leading manu-
gle-engine fighter plane to see action. Surprisingly, it was  facturers to compete on a brand-
1 also one of the fastest.
Developed by the REPUBLIC Work on the P-47 really began in
AVIATION CORP. it served all over  June 1940 when the LS. Army
the globe and flew with many ait  Air Corps sent out
forces besides the U.S. Army Air ——
Force. By the end of
15,682 “Thunderbolts
been produced in s
major variants

new

pursuit fighter.

designed

pure long-range
fighter escort the
P47 also dmlnpcd

into a  superb
fighter/bomber that
took a heavy toll of
enemy ground targets |
especially  railway |t
locomotives and rolling,

xk
ORIGINS &
DEVELOPMENT
The P-47 was a
lineal descendant of
two earlier American
pursuit fighters... the
Seversky  P-35
Republic’s
Both aircraft  bore
strong resemblance to
the later P47 and some |
of the principal designers
and engineers worked
on all_three projects.

”

Gordan C. Neibo dia cup
Germn aiefield somewhere in Nopwtandy

Tt o




With the war in Europe already
menacing America ma
th,

recognized
matter of
time before the U.S
uld  be

OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

embroiled in the conflict. It w
essenti fore that the U.S. h:
powerful new aircraft to go up
inst the might of Hitler's scemingly
el




eight guns (four in each wing). It was
also decided to power the aircraft
with the mighty Pratt & Whitney
R-2800 engine... at that time the
most powerful aireraft engine in the
world. In front of the engine was a
huge four-bladed propeller with a
twelve foot two inch diameter. All of
this additional \w.g.n and extra
Firepower demanded a larger airframe
and the designers obliged. . making
the P47 bigger than any other
fighter of its time.
The P47 also had the ability to
carry an
ordnance

including rockets and heavy bombs
mal long-range fuel tanks.

By May 1941 the first produetion
prototypes were ready for testing and
in front of a large gathering of “Top
Brass” from Washington performed

INTO ACTION

ew P47's (by now
christened the Thunderbolt) were
shipped, along with their pilots, to
Britain arriving in January 1943. By
March 1943, just two months later,

they flew their first operations over
Northern France joining combat with.
their Luftwaffe opponents’ FIWI90's
and Me109's. These early P-47s were
all “razorbac models as is this new
KING & COUNTRY version. The more
numerous “bubbletop” canopy versions

’

NG & COUNTRY HEADQUARTERS
Suite 2301, ZZVU Floor, No.3 Leckhart Road,

362, Pa

nchal, Hong Kong
ol 852) *am 3450 Fax : (852) 2861 3805
ingandcountry.com

WARBIRD SUPPLEMENT

were to arrive some time
later. Almost 80% of the total
number of P-47's built were the
“bubbletop”.
OUR THUNDERBOLT

KING é& COUNTRY's Republic P-47
Thinderbolt i based on one of the
most original and colourfl “Tugs*
around... Flying from RAF Bexted, in
June 1944, khu unit specialized in
searching for downed aviators in the
English Channel ancl North Sen following
raids on Germany and other Nazi-
oceupied countri

Many of the pilots who flew
these rescue missions  were
seasoned combat veterans them-
selves who knew only too well the
importance and value of the vital
task they performed

As with all Allied aircraft that
flew over Normandy
after the landings this
had his wings and fuselage painted
over with the famous black and
white “Invasion Stripes”.

This particular aircraft belongs.
to the 6™ Emergency Rescue Squadron
of the 8 Air Force and comes
complete with a seated pilot in the
cockpit and its landing gear down.

Just 500 have been produced!

POSTWAR
FLYING THUNDERBOLTS

rber sl the -
i, Pt T, i st gl
N Ch.

KING & COUNTRY SHOP

fic Place, 83 Queensway,
Hong kong

X 12525 860:




