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A View From The Trenches...

i7 ” WHILE I WAS WORKING on the special

25th Anniversary edition of "COLLECTOR"
and looking back on our history I thought about
all those projects and ideas that many K&C
collectors never knew existed, or if they did,
never knew the "whole story

‘As 1delved deeper into the vaults and
archives 1 discovered a whole bunch of
ideas a
produced.
That 1 thought "COLLECTOR
would also be interested in

At the same time | came across
sample of work KA had designed and

relong, what was going o be st
feature
*CBLLECTOR took on
Now, it has jusified an entir
tooitself!
And here tis... a few of the items some of you may have seen
d about...others have been ghostl
scen for the first time outside of K
S0, here they a

Sition of "COLLECTOR" all

y rumours. Most, however
headquarters and Museum.
I hope you like them as much as
e enjoyed making them.
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the wealth of 1:32
and  1:30  scale

models of fighting vehicles
availabls metimes easy
to forget that it was not always
Tike this
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became clear that suitable. military
sl o il inds g ad sz
were in short supply. True,
in, g iy gt of the e
had manuisctued 3 fow diecast s,

Stracks, motorcycles and artilry
pieces but these had been around for
many years. re we

obvious gap in the market.. and
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o e, Andy says, e lastc it
wwere oo sl too gl 1ok oo o
1o buid. Briains were actally prtty good
and certanly tough enough, beng dias,
bt i my opiion i nocaracer o them”

Andy wanted the kind of vehicle
models most often seen in movies and
documentaries. Tiges
Punters

wondered?

Shermans.
ere were they hiding, he

Heavy Metal
In Hand-Carved Wood!

Fortunately for him and King &
Countey, help and assstance come from
an unlkely source... his Chinese
e, Bt Beii
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el
When 1 opena the box it came i,
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It took almost 4 months to gt that
first order and. although reasonably
happy virtualy every model had to be
repainted and “ouched-p" by Andy and

ordon in Hong Kong to meet their
own exact spcifcatons.

THE WOODEN WONDERS

Over the next 18 months those
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insearch of he
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Imagine a whole new range of
in approximately 1:60 scale!
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Ties of the most popular and common

Kinds of military vehicles. That made our
biteascr.

After 3 week or so we compiled a

Jong ls of almost 300 fems thatcould be

reproduced ressonably accuratly in 160

et b hout ot n e

producing. Of 1o Japan went the
with photos, for our client to make the
final choice.

days later their prefered

BUSINESS.. JAPANESE STYLE!
o v gt nd et
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st 15 Ao Tank

st e “master models ready
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it not Just about the money...his could
e been and should have been a really
excting project to work on and develop
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Fortunately for King &

and collctorsaround the world th vt
majority of external projects and fis

Rave actually gone

have ever been
canceled outright or refected by our
Clents.
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ACGK AROUND
THE TURN-
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CENTURY,  this

Century that is,
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i ships
This last detail
tally important

o is hed anmally) to see his ot

et When 1 quesioned i

funbr shout whit sty b od made
e sy i, Tt

coupie of nowrs aer, when 1

went up to Ronis

 the ye
sheays delighted andsuprid e and
many others with his ideas and this
ime was no except

My eyes v mum 2 ook in the

display before me... an entire Pirate
encimprment complee wih at leat 20
r more pirates... stockades.. long

o say 1 was awe struck would be
2 st undertai ment! Spread out
ble top was Robert

Louis WHW\ dlassic "Trewsure
" in all s glory.. Th attetion to
a0 Sl sristy was sll

pirates and a mysteriou:

Andy C. Neilson tells a whale of a tale of King & Country's long-lost
Pyrate ship...Now read on.

Yo
enthused.

examining cach individual piece in
el rlly was & sperd i
achievement..and ot of hard work

PLASTIC INTO METAL

quictly said... "They lok good in plastic
and rein.. they might ook coen beter in
metal and.. ainted

T e responded, 1
o st gy you. I s
vour originals e &
Kec

T in our own sty
1 give you full et

discussions with Ron 1 knew he
working on some kind of EPU model

s urelhane). This material i 3
hiweigh, sy composite ot many
compants o for moldig bildings

therarge st

e mm an a sl EPU ship project
No, 1 thought, K&C will try do

somelng it why ot prodice o
el wooden salling i mode that any
collector would be proud o put in his
Tiving room... ibrary- o even a museum!

Al order peaps b, 1 hoped
ot an impossible e

HIP AHOY!

T didnt take long for both of us to
reach a friendly and fair financial
agremen where KEC woud develop
8= own particular seics of pirates based
on the original creationsof Ron. Both of

were happy and saw an opportunity

everal months later the design
and maste carving of our Prste figure
Was coming along nicely. Almost 20
e i heworks Wil e o et
3 dozen more ate Ship |
Conidered the Philippines (ahere REC
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ship to K&C's own n.,mmum o
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nd" arrived in the Hong Kong
headaquarters. By now e had decided
to rename this new. version "The
Seahauk old
Eecll Fynn pisie movie of e sane
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