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| another name among many in the world of toy soldiers... The subjects we

ew From The Trenches...

THIS SPECIAL EDITION of "COLLECTOR"
is devoted to the Battle of Arnhem and its
effect on the history and development of
Kin% & Country.

Back in 1895 when we launched our first 'ARNHEM '44' range of
\ Paratroopers and glider troops little did we know just how much
they would influence our company’s future. At the time K&C was just

chose followed a wellwom path trod by many of our better-known

compelitors. Even the design and style of our &

Lk
figures differed little from those already il
available on the market. to Contact

All of that changed ARNHEM '44"
King & Country at last, after 12 years of
business, found the less-trodden path that we
decided to follow and have continued to do so

since.

At the same time I found a particular era
and a battle that I was intensely interested in
and fascinated by. Almost 13 years later that
interest and fascination has only grown
bigger.

The stories in this very special 'ARNHEM
ISSUE' tell, T hope, how it all
came about then and now and
how it is all happening again. 1
hope you enjoy it...

Best wishes and... happy
collecting!

Cofounder & Crentive Director
Couniry

"A Bridge Too Far' director Richard
nspects @ grou of voung British

ictors o were iyt raned for the Riovi.
0 the APA..




2 OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

With the recent release of "Operation Market Garden” King & Country has

once more returned to the little town in Holland where the Allies suffered their
last major defeat of the Second World War... Here's the story by K&C's co-
founder, Andy C. Neilson about how it all began... all those years ago...

all began at that year's "Old Toy Soldier
Show in Chicago. As usual
in those days King &
Country had just one table (about
6 feet by 3 feet) to display our
latest releases. This particular
show our K&C table was
positioned just outside the
entrance to the main ballroom
where the majority of dealers and
traders were located. It was an
excellent location because all
visitors had to pass by us to enter

on this late September morning all of
us were in Chicago to d

newest boxes of Zul .
Camel Corps and ollections I could
'**1\. a bIm.L cover

and exit the hall.

our separate ways.
establish their own successful brand ur
toy soldiers and K&C to collect a team of
skilled sculptors in both Hong Kong and  Shown ab
China. Now, we enjoyed a friendly but ~ “ARNHEM
competitive commerdcial rivalry. Anyway  amd s bl o

oo on 0 projocts,
designed our figures and th




harp the great American public began to
into the show. K&C and mysel had
omers to mect

rontline’s table.
‘When 1 did 1 coul 4l see (and ) ks f‘l
excitement and pleriy of "Ochs and
What I pondered was behind th
wave of popularity? It was not lang
I had my “The Charge of
it Brigade”.

During a break in sales (in thoe
days K&C shill sold direct ta the public ot
Chicage Shows) 1 casvally wondered over
ererd and Howard

pre
what seemed o be, the entice "Charge
allits rrr'm.mn

amazed and
T T
great idea and d Nl

with  an

displaying an entire
To say it was impressive

would b

I contrasted their exciting and
cclourful display with our own much
K&C g-m..n Whilst ours

a wide range of T
pedestrian and boring!
Their display was sharp, ficused
and provided plenty of “punci’ and power.
Right then and there a litle light bulb went
off in my head that illuminated a simple,

direct me: s is e soay forseard.
AFTER THE SHOW...
Later that evening after the

collectors had gone home and all
traders and dealers had packed up o
goods I sal in my room and thought long
and hard..

What could K&C and myself le
from this experience? Well, first of al
don't try ta be all things to all collectors.

ccorily, stop trying to follaw in other
companies’ footsteps.. Thirdhy, develop a
series of figures that no one else had
produced and design an entire
around it that could be easily expanded.

in the Crim

inter

1856
The Charge of The
develop because that v

for many years, He ch
Light

ar of

Brigade

famous event of that conflict and had
been written abc
depictec

in many books and
well
So, what

n several mavies i

er to that question was
tively casy... The Second World War.
Although I love all history
historical eras that I am
tiracted to. Of all of these my:
Warid War.
ou can imagine the subject
t and varied... I had to
row my focus down to just one battle,
v or event. That took a wee bit
In the end I decided that, if
ossible, my choice had to be something
our biggest single market - the US
might just be familiar with

e, was an early favour

there are

sclected was v

cou
appe
to work on for our ve
needed a battle or
smaller. One d:

aredd W me to be such a vast "

impaign a little “bit
;. not long afterwards,

s thal inspired the




OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

was looking at my shelf of videos at

Amhem in

e dramatic battle witl lots of
s that could be depicted in
dier form?" 1 began to
y, watching the
movie over and over again whilst taking
copious notes about saldiers... uniformns.

hundred oth
would nced to
the first figures.

1 also made a mental dedsion that
would radically change K&Cs figures and
eventually mast of our compefitors... This
neww series wonld wot be in traditional gloss
toy soldicr finish.. It would be more like the
connoisseur painted military miiatues T
personaily liked so much which were
always painted in MATT FINISH. This, |
reckoned was much

important
sign, draw and develop

e and

more accu
importantly, realistic. The Second Worl
was definitely not a “glossy” subject and the
matt finish would reflect the grittiness and
reality of the subject matter

ARNHEM '#4 TAKES SHAPE

At King & Country most, if not all
ngs stage..
gou Scitool o

nvaluable when it comes to King &
Country. I can imagine a figure in a certair
pase or position and make a reasonably
detailed  2-dimensional  sketch
representation to show one of our
sculptors. Most other companiies rely on
actual photos or paintings of figures to

In my apinior
that can be re;
sometimes affects the an
figure itself.

of oduced and

n of the

Left: Sergeant Walker of the Airborne Forces
Photographic L teak many of Hie bettle
photos at Arhers.

that | had not seen before in our work. |
complimented him and urged him on
to complete all of the first serics
selection. Another few weeks passed
before Mr. Y. returned again with the
balance of the figures. T was delighted.
Even in their raw, resin state there was
a life to them that was s exciting - T
could not wait to get them cast in metal
and “master-painted”. This we did over
ARNHEM 44 was the first real test the following months.

of trying to replicate what | felt sure

actual soldiers looked like (and <

} in real combat 4 719 This particudar p

ing been in the e uas appeared in both
elf... (The Royal x; = NHEM  ser

The Rowal Hong 2 )
2 0 1 attempted to
illustrate actual soldiers in real
life-like combat situations.
Over the following days and
weeks | drew literally dozens
of black and white
the first paratroopers and glider
pilots K&C would, hopefull

act
situations. Tla

enough I laid all of the drawings
on the floor and selected the
best to go to the next stage...
mast

the elder and
erienced of
the pair to take on
this first major K&C
project.

I showed Mr. Y., my
choice, gave him the drawings
plas a  huge
photographs of rel apons,
uniforms and other equipment and off
he went
A few weeks later he retumed
with his first “sculpfs’. 1 was “hosled-
over”... He had captured exactly what
1 had in nd and had given
cach o unique “character”

o worl




Thousands of men ..
 Sunday 17 Seprember 1944, three

1995 we were l‘ag?rl)
“Counter Samples™. 1 well
remerriber the evening when u\m very
first samples arrived at our office in Hong
Kong from the factory in mainland China.
1 ook the courier- dcmmi package and
unwrapped it to ils contents. .
One by ane s paratroopers
and glider pilots emerged from their
bubblé-wrapped cocoons to parade for
inspection onto the polished wooden
table in our small conference room. With
cach new emerging figure my smile grew
ks i v Or caee sl
would be good but never did 1 think they
would be so gowd! At that
conference room we had a small fridge in
one comer. T went to it and extracted a
bottle Tsing Tav (o finous Clinese beer),
“This, | thought, deserves a celebration.
With my bottle of ice cold beer I settled in
my chair and looked at our latest
collection of litlle toy soldiers. 1 was so
heppy because [ fell; at long, last, myself
and K&C had found the future direction
we wanted to go fn. After so many years
of looking and searching for the way
i img off on tangenits or
v the eeong rouls salcnly at kg
the path seemed so obvious and
rr)sl.«l\lmr.

Jactory _fﬂr appronc o alieration priar to
beginming il fill-scale production

PLACE, 8§ QUEE

e e s e pprred K Chad b -

SWAY, HONG KONG.

aarved, altuved Philgpise s anmourel vehices,

PREPARE TO LAUNCH...

Once K&C had the figures we th
hqd to decide where and when to laun]

55

answer could only be
Cirmgo, at the OTSN show in late

September 199

First however, | decided

to take a trip to a place | had only read
in  books

an
town catiod ARNHEM.

In mid September 1995 1 flew to

Amsterdam  and

took the

Ambem. [ then made my way on

Hotel"

butlk this was the hmdqnmm. of

beleaguered Bri
led by Major Gen

i autsldc the town to where the

stood. During the

Airborne D:\mm\
i R 2y Urguert...

hotel wa:
renovated
Muscur

ure

during that b

1o captune: the bridg
U

"It was run a

met up with
Wibe BOERSMA
personal guided tour of the exk

Took

fellow Scol. Sometime in the 1980's the
tak pletely

v over
become the

 men who had fou
ic bl dpcned ibnigde

al at the Hartensicin |
Mr

related items such e uniforms, weapons

and othe:
n

it. Wybo informed me




ts that still surround alw
of the pusitions and leok around at the
e told me about a : scenery and landscape other
a ich  must have viewed all t

e S
meone’s garden, that road into Amhern.
gotten a Finally, we drove on into the town

tor.
and

G
rds Arnhem. Alo

&“ : . 5 !
b ousy bridge?”
What does it take to capture just one 1 bridge??
n Sunday 17 September
O 194%; three airborne i ’
dms:on:. - two American, one .
Holland to seize a number of ;HE 9 kEnITIﬂN
vital road and rail bridges. = ‘
ND [
Operatid "Market Garden", —_—
if successful, Yould have ended
the war in Eutope-by Christmas
that year.
Unfortunately, everyil
came tragically undone in a

little known Dutch town
called... ARNHEM. /

MOKTAR TEANT ANDS B

‘ortchester, F g g VISIT OUR WEBSITE ON : www kingandcountey.c
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e

us stood there in the carly cool
September evening remembering the
doomed bravery and heroism of the
British 1st Airborne men.

CHICAGO '95

After my trip to Holland it was a
quick visit back to the UK and up 10 see
my parents in Seotland before caiching a

flight to Chicago.
In Chicago, at the show venue,
several large boxes awaited me. These

display to show off the figures. Beu\g,l]v:
eternal optimist I had dispatched 30 sets
of each initial two sets of British
paratroopers for sale.

1 was quictly encouraged during
the days prior to the Sunday show by
the enthusiastic support (and sales) we
did out of our “room trading’ upstairs. In
fact, by the end of Saturday we had
already sold two thirds of our ARNHEM
stock!

Was that a fluke... a coincidence... or
what? The show on Sunday would tell us
one way... o the other. Sunday dawnd-
a bright, crisp fall morning. After setting
up our small table (stifl only are) | went
outside to inspect the growing number
of collectors quietly forming up to enter
the show. Not a bad crowd I thought, I
sconder how many might be interested in our

housands of men ... hundreds of aircraft... impossible odds.

GNHEMTS

)

-

little British paratroopers?” Well, 1

answered myself, we'll soon know!
Within one hour of the show

opening my best hopes were realized

we sold out! All remaining
ARNHEM'44 stock was gone and,
regretiully, we had to disappoint

several K&C collectors who arrived
late at the event. The response to these
little matt-painted figures was very
encouraging. Who, back then, could
ever have imagined that one day this
would be the norm... and it would be
the traditional glossy toy soldier that
would become an endangered species?

ADDITIONAL
REINFORCEMENTS

In the years that followed
ARNHEM'44 grew into a series that
encompassed more than 17 different
figure sets. Included among them were
an anti-tank gun.. several airborne
jeeps... and even an armoured carl

ARNHEM'44 also ?nnnlmg\-d
K&C to design and develop a range of
papier-mache, hand-painted,
Philippine-made “Backlot Buildings".
These could be utilized in a wide
variety of ways to provide a display
setting for the figures and fighting
vehicles. Simultaneously we began to
experiment with different production
materials (likz  polysione) which

provided us with a cheaper and more
durable method of reproducing o
scale-model vehicles. At one pomnt
even produced several huge 1:32
hand-carved dels of the
HORSA gliders which flew troops,
supplies and heavier equipment into

Arnhem
THE MATT REVOLUTION
This first matt-painted range was

the series that put King & Coun
firmly on the toy soldier map. It lifted
us out of the "aise-rans” and taught us
many, many valuable lessons about
ourseives... the hobby... and the Future
of the business. Those lessons are still
as valuable and relevant today as they
were then. We're still learning
trying to improve. Perhaps that's |
one of the important reasons we're
Arnhem today with our
Jalc<| "Operation Market Garden”. With
the growth and development of K&C
in recent years the ative
possibilities of where the new series
will take us are boundless... and very
exciting. None of us know where K&C
or "Operation Market Garden” will go
but what we o know is that it's going
to be a whole lot of fun getting there!

Below: The final ARNHEM'44 relcases
Lauenched in 201

and just onebri

FI\l’E ALL-NEW SETS

ANO14B




If Operation "MaH(cl Garden" had succeeded it might have ended the war in Europe by Christmas 1944...

" ARNHEM...
HEROIG FllllIBE

Y THE AUTUMN OF 1944 the last main obstacle barring the
Western Allies' way into The Third Reich was... the Rhine
River. Already France had been liberated, parts of Belgium
freed and the German Army nppe:ued to be retreating on all
fronts. Now, British Field
Marshall Bernard Montgomery
decided, was the time to strike!
Montgomery came up with a b
that envis the
Army - two US re British

to capture the vital road and rail r-rm,
thernmost objective.
B wind

X G
Horrodks, 86t off from theiz
d began to move north. Tt
ve and replace the airbome

poistts’
would

divisions as they passed through th
the plan.., the re:
t

THE BEST LAID PLANS.

bridiges over the low

waterways. in Holland.

forces would then

through an “airborc-he

ight into the
e

before the flaws in
Montgomery’s pla 10 the
surface... Farst, the British paratroops
and glider forces were dropped two far,
6 miles (10kms), from their

abjective_.. th
To further complicate m.

It was not lony

ad bridge at Arnhem

Intelligence
h resistance and
th

r\pum by ﬂu L
acrial reconnaissance confi
presence in and around the town were
i ored or rejected by the British,

around
of the
their




ARNHEM
The Movie

N THE SUMMER OF 1976,
thirty-two years after the event, a
movie company descended on
Holland determined to film one of
the last great battles of the Second
World War,
The battle was the desperate,
doomed  strug £ the British st
Airborne \n Ar

00 million_in
):;l;lm;\ of the irag but
g many of s

brightest stars and most expe b
v steadily more  talents. The ma nd the mos
. Eventually Joseph E. Levine, one of the best known
order was given to withdraw, Slow Iy, i boldest producers in Hollywood with
silently the men siipped away from their  more than 500 films to his credit. His idea
trenches and dugouts and made their way ~ Was to use author Cornelius Ruan’s
back to Allied ines. " blockbuster book, “A Bridge Too Far as
piember 27, a full ten days after  the basis for his picture.
the initial drop the battered remmants of Many books had already been
the Division, just 2,163 men, out of .m written about the battle but Ryan chose
ariginal strength of over 10,000 to use a far wider as” to show the
\\!;k safely IJUl behind were more lh‘m €l e operall both sides. He had
1200 dead.. 2,000 dod and al already used nique
before.. most
with his earlicr book on D. Day...
Lonsgest Day”. That had also been turned
into an epic, star-studded movie which
was a “Hockbusier” al the box office.
Wouid history repent itself?

was

e fagainaf ordes) el set o
delailing the entire operation...

and its

inding it increasingly
nce along their single axis
ause of repeated German
iibabios e} ot O Tl
finely-tuned military timetable, which
ded on a rapid, advance was
undane
iy however XXX Corps did
link up with both the 101st and 82nd
Amhem alas, lay just outside their grasp.

THE ARNHEM CAULDRON

In Arhem itself the military
n for the “H{nl\ 1 Airbomne had

this

g(vm from bad... fo worse! Originally the
paratroopers had pech wld 10 oxpect STEADY HANDS
and young boys AT THE HELM

wposition” - old me
i

Levine wanted this movie to be the
areer - both in terms of

And s0, the bold, brave plan to “end the
bruisad and broken on

rougls - one of Britain's best actors
and an accomplished film
Another vi

revtor as well
ision Levine

location in Holland. As early as 1975
Attenborough and some of his team
carried out a  wide-ranging

gh ced later by the
racirute Brigade the lightly armed

roopers and glider forces soon reconnaissance of that countr
found themselves blocked .. cut off.. and 0 D¢ to find the perfect locati
surrounded far from  their 3 Most importantly
ctives, bridge that would represent the actual

the Germans continued o
sathen their forces in the battle area the

Sadly, the actual Aenhem bridge
could not be used because of too many
modern and  roadways
surrounding it Another important
consideration was that the same
Arnhem bridge was such an important
traffic junction for all of Holland that it
would be impossible to close it down
ing for even an hour or two

<

of a fullen Britich Paratrooper.

9
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out the l‘nnwe A Erldge Too Far®. This epic; 5lar-sludded motion picture was
last of its kind... A big budm




THE HARTENSTEIN HOTEL

This diorama was the K&C centerpiece for
the most recent OTSN Shore hedd in Chicago this
past September. It was bought at the show by a
dedicated collector. When this original photo
was taken, King & Country's latest British
paratroopers were not yet completed. Many of
the figures and vehicles shown in the photo are a
mixture of the ariginal ARVHEM ‘44 series and
pre-production prototypes.

Diorama by Gordon C. Neilson







COLLECTOR 13

heading for Holland in the early Spring of
1976. An entire Cross Channel Ferry had
hicles from

to be hired to transport the vel
England to Holland

And here's an additional bit of
information... All of the armour
the film... ten
od cars were crewed by
1 “on lem
the Rhine Army in German:
good friend of
of the Royal T

ime and led a contin
rt in the film.

UNIFORMS & WEAPONS

o
fal o get

nt as

In a movie as big and
Bridge Too Far" it was esse

he smallest details historically
accurate. Uniforms in
t "look” and
self in that

L eI". This movie excelled

on the entire

In Europe director Attenborough's
military experts were combing the

% Eibuticen
was porfect...  continent all kinds of military
et

enter. Here, the
lln right length, the right width and,
y the same architectural  were quite a fow around

nstruction.  museums and private collection:
problem was that not many of them w
ly in running order..
however the film company found nine
that could actually move

Not really

- there were no
ind each end and the
ounding .m.'\ lm\k\.d v lu.zl I

or
u.\,n m'p.:rk
any with an anca
ht typical Dutch
2 Arthem e Tong
1 CoR Johe Frost 250 Farsecheut & heel ane wi e Pt Fur
1d out for almost 5 days of  stati .~hol~u . if they had to move, the
camera crew had to make sure only to

provided
to build a group of ¢
represent those

also

The town of Devel
provided the "hese” for the film unit to
and store "props” and house 1
nniforms,

ritish sources in the UK...

equipment needed for castand ¢ (both British nd ), jeeps
> (sdozeirs of theur, halftracks, armoured
MEANWHILE cars, motorcycles, antitank g

Elsewhere...
Levine had
screenwriter




Wardrobe
took immense
-, ranks, mulul nllmn and
dozens of other uniform and costume
spot on”. B

Tony.
nsure

respect,

en to thy

of copying Airborme Commander “Hoy
B unique RFC-style jacket worn
arde in the

film.
often had to

ceiling witk
Waffen S5

d Makeup also work
hand-in-hand. So afte the
l\u ndreds of th v

nice, short 1940's hair cutl
not so popular with many of

Ih\ long-haired male Dutch extras back
in the mid 19705 How nce a
financial incenti short

e was added...
hair was no longer a problem

GUNS, GUNS & MORE GUNS

In a war movie all kinds of
potentially lethal hardware are required.
They have to be safe and \l.\.l\l'\. at all
times and in fine working order, The UK
firm of Bapty & Co. are the mov vmrm'.-:
acknowle: experts At supplying,
securing and handling all manner of
weaponry (froms ancient o modern and
coenythneg, i betaveen)

the PIAT d the director used him to
great effect "bnocking-out” several Cerman
tanks with perfectly aimed dummy
rounds.

TALKING OF EXPERTS...

ing with the
operation of the
ar it was essential to
aircraft

In any
biggest Airborne
Second World ¥
obtain  the proper

movie

Most of these were blank
s were also "aunmy” wood and
r replicas used for background
scenes. All of them had to be “signed ouf*
and “signed in"... cleaned every day after
every use.. and kept secure under the

cervice revalver
watchful eyes of
Bapty's own staff
and the num
police. One of the Bapty*

was also a bit of 1'\np¢nu-lm

professicnal paratroopers for the “big
Juanps’.

For thal
ed to the

Richard /
real” forces

nborough
Twelve C47

Farce officers
responsible for
aircrew Lraining, safely and dispatch.
The Dutch Army (st provid
veral mo n-day G
nks which were clever
WW2 German armour.
Finally, 30
were put throu
taining, battle ¢
and physical

isguised as

oung British actors
basic

orm of
ics, weapon ha
fitness by the
n military isers to
o rained extzas in many of the

14




rather than what th
liked or what
ly accurate
Earlier | wrote about the dozen
€47 transport aircraft used for 4
parachute drops. These were all
.L;.m-m s resemble wartime US Army
C aircraft and  worked
beautifuly Porhaps loss
were the four AT 6 "Harvards” (a
WW2 training ai ¢} which had
raised bac
camouflaged to

was

flying photo reconnaissance Spitfirc.
Bechape the R1E Fosueataanl
was one that nev
oif the ground..
r<! Before filming began
> find any WW2
s that were still available,
To their dismay they found none. A
ision was then i t they would
sites from. still
least
two of these ilt to flying
standard for take off and landing scenes.
las the movie's insurance company
forbade that so all of the film 'Horsas"
static or could be towed

around an airfield ar positioned on a
landing ground solely for film purposes.
All eight plus a few more two-
dimensional “flaf” gliders were built in
Holland at the comp

prop warchouse, Sadly all were broken-
up after filming was complete.

STARS IN BATTLEDRESS

Next to "The Loy
boasts one of the la

this film

A i W2

pretenig 0 be e 1

o

of top
o stars of
-

.. Dirk
s Caan,

done nnm

among the

Paul Newman (for
Juliaur Couk later
t Redford)
the movie was
released in cs
complained
m_

Abo




Major Geer
actually visi
filming.

THE FINAL VERDICT

Roy ”rjm!ri (Sean Cannery)
ited the movie set during

the 'mc:md
wery who had

after

. It
SR e
dramatic ”

dy 1o go along miles
of Dutch roads... Hundreds of

transports
And the
ircraft

disgorging stick upon stick of

paratroopers until their mushroom

chutes full the enti

=

the movie
v explained (or sk

i in the Royal Navy.

All of the

fine job of portra
me of w

actors however did a

and uptum the entire B
by L\l\lng together small fightin
h and del
L also found the en
y downbeat. r.:l cou
S AR Dot e
held out for almost lr\:iau(‘

mov
nveniently and surprisingly

lly his plan. Ho
Bridge Too Fa
movie
soldier collectors of Operation *
o0 it again soon!
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KING & COUNTRY'S

OPERATION

'MARKET GARDEN'

As these latest British airborne troops begin to reach K&C collectors all over the

ING & COUNTRYS
FASCINATION with the

J )\ Second Word _ ¢
00 war s already 2,8
well-known and long P
established. Although

ever produce an
all-metal, hand-
painted WWIL -
Soldier we are the toy
soldier maker who has
specialized and developed the
market for this conflict and taken
it to new heights... both in quality ¢
and quantity.

I¥s true o say (ifa itHe fmmodest)

Sa
written clsewhare in this special edition
OLLECTOR"  the original
4 series brought K&C to the
attention of a mulfitude of existing toy
soldier collectors around the world. At the
time, a host of brand-ne
 many cases, never seen a oy
eir life were also attracted.
hen we retired the original
was always our intention to
vint. Our principal
for the refirement was that
cratively the & pany ha
teaps and bound:
Airborne figure
had been
1 s

collectors

10 longee reflected the
proved quality of our sculpting,.

. and even packaging. So,
hey had to be let go...

world it might be interesting to consider their background...

‘GONE BUT
NOT FORGOTTEN...

Ar-d then a strange phenomena
« Within a couple of years of their
mn collectors (both old and new)
tw seek out these original
paratroopers, glider pilots and their
vehicles.
Ebay auctions and private sales
saw the value and price
; |

sy

" Even all of us at K&C

od and sometimes

shocked by the resale value of our

old product. "What",We pondered, uns
geing en?” The answer, of course, was
mple... The subject matier

very popular all over the globe
with the growth of an army

i
Here in Hong Kong at Head Of

that got us thinking... “Was it time
it that little Dutch town and i

but doowred battle ht i

v us forward in making a posi

ecksion an the matter we had, over the

years, received a small but steady stream

efeh for
. Patrol Laader




of emails... faxes... and letters
from collectors urging us to
reissue  ARNHEM'44.  For
already stated reasons that did
notexactly excite either myself or
the rest of the creative team
However, after several long
meetings over a number of
ly 2007 we decided
Lot i Let's
((ﬁ;mbmdlmﬂx s

GREEN FOR GO...

Now, as regular readers of
"COLLECTOR" already know
K&C attempts to collect a wealth
of background details and visual
wformation before we begin any

new project... This proposed new

range of British airbome was no
different... Myself and our creative
team began to search out and

5. movk docurm.nmrv
videos and dvd's... anything in
fact that wuld help our research.

Obviously we also took
another look at our earlier ARNHEM 44
figures and vehicles. That was

Studying these pieces again we i
what had been most successful... how
could improve them and... what K&C
had not been able to do back then because
of our own lack of skill, knowledge and
expertise. It proved to be very valuable in
-h development of the new series which
now we had “christened ... Operation
meCmdm

0, WHAT COMES FIRST?

In designing and developing any

for the first fow sefs.
Wiat Should Huak be? Because of our
earlier experience with

Abave: One o the niany ool
KEC. comtesyof Histoire &
ARNHEN 44 we knew just how popular
vehicle sets were.. particularly jeep sets!
Let's begin there. Our first project was to
ook inta how fhese were used at Amhem
and what they were used for
rectly to British Ist
ision’s own Recanmissance
mimonly kot as the Recee
Squadron). These heavily armed jeeps and
their crews were tasked with heading
directly for the bridge immediately after
landing by glider. Alas they ran into a
series of ambushes on the way and
subsequently suffered heavy casualties in
both men and vehicles.

The Recce Squacdron seemed a good
unit to begin with and we

referenices used by

Tuwo of K&C's latest

Airborn:
Operation Market Garden’

the fortunate position of knowing
personally the authors of two of the most
authoritative

brought together all o our info and
visual material on them. Talking of
visual material on {M Battle of
Amhem we usually find we have to
augment all of the original photos
or newsreel with other reliable
sources. For the “recod” and our
“airborne joep’” sets we discovered 2
wealth of detail and information in
the hands of historical reeactment
groups who specialize in British
Adrborne forces. Most of these

th some
of them Ké&C were able to obtain a
huge amount of photos show
A Sl ey
as rh modern-day
reconstructions,  These
aitbome reenactment groups.
provided us a wealth of additional
details on equipment, weapons

forms. In addition K&C were in

and most recent photo

illustrated books on Britain's airborne
forces... Harlm Glenn and jam Bouchery
quite simply the best in their fiekd.

After completing work on both
joeps we focused our atweation on the
figures. Here again our ever-growing
photo library proved invaluable. We
modeled several of our pieces directly
from actual pictures taken during the
battle in as nd Amhem. Some
others we from an excellent
‘souvenir booklet which was produced to
promote A Bridge Too Far™-the star-
studded epic war movie released in
1977. Several figures came from that little
magazine most notzbly our kneeling
anumbrella (MGOL4).

officer wi



COLLECTOR
As our enthusiasm and energy for
the ap,l ew so to did the nu l'q.\ of

res with perhaps = jeep
Now, we were well aver 20

AT

back and look at all of sculpted
masters on the conference table ready for
selection, With the creative team present
we began 1o group singhes... doubles... and
trebles into their respective sets. There
were 50 many that we made the decision
1o launch this first release over two
months.. Noceraler and December 2007,
Once that was complete we also
decided to give each soldier a rank and
name... it just seemed to add a litthe extra
character and personality to every piece.
Then it was on to one of, what 1
think is, the most inter and fun
ects of the business... “mster painting
individual figure and fighting vehicle
As you can imagine this takes a long
time and demands very, very high levels of
figure painting skills. K&C is blessed to
have three of the best in the business. two
at our head office in Hong Kong and
another in our sculpting stucio in manland
China. The two men and a lady who
perform these duties are true artists and
immensely talented. All of them have been
with K&C for many years and I never fail to
be impressed by their talents, dedication
and artistic skill. After 1 persanall
each and every master-painted figure and
fighting vehicle its off to any one of our
factorics in China for mass reproduction.
MEANWHILE
BACK AT THE RANCH...

That, of course, is not the end of our
project... Back in Hong Kong at head office
we were already hard at work on the design
and  production -~
special "ARNHEM’
packaging...
proposed

asg

Above: A mied selection of v latest Pars.
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¢
advartising and promotional g
suasials s e e k] 4
a massive 6 x 2 Amhem
diorama that would be the focal
point of our new Operation
‘Market Gardeni” dlisplay at the
Chicago Show in late
a0

o Chicago,

ases are being

the KA head ofice

3 mieg”
b o S il e
there are other angoing projects which
are being care ml) nurtured and
in and

around the same MN

However, this particular new

place in the K&C stor
high priority. We hope yor

4 Knedling Riflamaan

Our Sky Troops in Netherland
Pocket Hold Off Nazis—Hear
Riritiah Fime Arcwes b

For Cumbl; d A]Hed Fresa
WITH ALLIED AIRBORN
'ORCES in the Arnhem Arca, the

Netherlands, Sept. 20 (UP—F

.‘.drjplll
tm fourth da;

cond Army {8

:mg mm m P!
ded

ng is going on continfig
It seems to
e

medical parties
mgn:m,, is 1
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The first of an occasional series... K&C's Andrew Morrill talks to
Gordon C. Neil the man behind many of the company's amazing display

ordon Caims Neilson was born in Renfrew, Scotland on

October 10th, 1952. As a child, Gordon had an avid interest

in history and consistently excelled in that subject. After

completing his formal education in the United Kingdom,
Gordon worked as a Civil Servant and accountant. He moved to
Hong Kong in 1984 in order to work with his older brother, Andy,
and a little-known start-up toy soldier business... called King &
Country. Now, King & Country's Master Diorama Builder,
Gordon has worked at the company for over 23 years.

Throughout his career Gordon has produced some
extraordinary pieces, not the least of which are the four elaborate ¢ RIE v SESaHils
displays he created for the 2007 OTSN Show in Chicago. To give  carly v hey look
our readers further insight into how Gordon designs and builds ?
these incredible dioramas, I interviewed him recently.

say at K6C is

My displays  overall fairly rudin

1 telis a

K&C: Good moming Cordon, thank  Oue of the th

you for taking the time to speak with each
: today. Take us back lo the ip to 'tel” hat stary. e 1572157, 50 not
W when did K&C Ka&C: A lot of eollectors assoriate your
dioramas? dioramas with the OTSN Chi

When did K&C fist

By the time collectors see the
at the shows they are truly
I know a lot of work goes
ng them that way, 5o if
tell us briefly how you

Chicago Show,
our figures. By
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ing is done because

1 use plaster and g
cracks and further

K&C: Now you mentioned that the

polystyrene is pink, what paints do yon

use that make it look like terrain?

N2 Al of our schold water

besed cmmudsions easily obtainable al your

tovel havdeare store, The colours | cho

T bueildin,

s of earth :

rubble and any

a dry brusi
te paint brush) to get e

proper ‘aged” effect

K&C: How do you

aposition of these dioramas?

GON: Andy anl 1 discuss the upcoming

ut which

decide on the

eiler Above: “The Battle of Crete’, built to sh

come up with @ rough
want to do. Awdy or I then
! ich I translate into
in)mw!.[u' JR work
K&C: Other than the \l%uns is there
ything else that Ké&C makes that you

Naolzonics, or even some WWII lines.
SPO1S, the table and ciairs, SPO20, the
adder setand SPO24 the supply

prepare a

final touch to our
K&C: Now you mentioned that the
first dioramas were vely small
When did K&C

ly use items from

s that collectors

more impressive
see today?
i

Back in 2006, with K&C's
m of Kings X in Smn Antonio
s groen g

. It is greaf to use
and  Sarace

large dio
: fogi

them up. Onc
project had  bee

veceived 5o e

ded 1o produce

«ll our readers.
about

more
each of the diot

for the
Show.

made foe the Ope
Market Garden’ Series:
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2% I taok me almost 2
ot to complete becaise of
and the complexity.

The hotel building was wrad
1 plastered

wut of foam bear:
over the external

amonnt of detail,
three
The
decorated
of
winch I tainid and
umwr the frant
rge split-
aircase complete
with o balustrade that | Fand
et All of the window
frames were wade of wood and
Had pieces of clear acetate in
jagged forms to re ghss. To
e firnal touech, | repainted several pieces
of dolhouse furniture and placed them
in the buiiding,
there were.
me: a bemtis
of a bombed out
: e was buill with
ate and aiso wsed et

divided fnle

grecihouss
wood and ac

with the crashed
about that

GON: The size of Hus diarama amd the
remanting Koo was 60 x 247, so slightly
Hartenstein Hotel. - The

biggest part of this diorama was a s'nl.ihu‘
Junker 52 transport pla

‘piane was hand built. | based myulmd on
drawings and photographe of the aircra
The characteristic ribbisg on the body of ihe

plane was
cwlich 1 then puin

ied paper,
This type of paper is
available at any ionary shop. The
remander of the fuselage e from o
mixture of wood and card (board). The
engine mounts were comertod acrosol pamt
can tops that I cut and paint
Mo: r-‘q,p.\ have wTpris

cahen 1 tefl thenn that the stame efect on the
base of the windnilll and terraces was

hieved by gluing dried split peas onfo the
It may seem
chaice of matersals but it does work very
aell. Half of swecessful model building is

learning  the
virtually armyth
uilding  material,
attacking the pras |
and pamted them inlo e

flrm

d built the blades
and top portion of tire windmil
out of bese oo
&C: 1 know a lot of peaple
ed the "Lost Desert
irfield that was made to
5|“M off the new Desert War

Koo Arcient
line.  The Temple
(AEOI3), pair of pharach sintues (Al
and the phars head (AEO14) forme
big part of this display. [ broke
pharaol statues in half to g

at fock.  Peogle

simpie things like tha

Tenme

uct (always use
mindfie

i a
of the structure mto @
ke themt look like slabs
Flanking the termple o either side,

s yrene i a
I did this along the wnll:
give the area a quarric

of the canyont to
ffect. 1 built the

The Lost Desert Airfield” was one of the
most popular diorémas at the shosw.
Many viewers said it renrinded them of
@ scerie from an Indhana Jones movie..
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the quarry out
base wy
i balsa for f

great for ereating the effect, but it hardens
v rapidly so ave to work fast

dry in about 15 minntes
dded arificial o wsing

rie
a thin lay
for One o

play was mad

the new Battle of the Bulge

was the only winter scene

ing snow, is

clse done differently
2

particularly w

ore to say abe
g I'm very ¢

ces for this diorama the Iest tim
cuas in the States.

K&C: Finally, there has been a lot talk To fi e about Gordon's
recently about the King & Country  sudio visit woeaw.kingundcountry.com and
Workshop. For those who may not  (Jick the King & Country Workshop Lab,

look and if you don

: L } 4 :J Just If you need any further information or
I r'nnﬂr:u ;:w .Lna Fan his Heplay would e 10 place and order, p
arved out hills and wrouids from ti @kingandeonniry.c

rene and i
At
gypsum paste.

surface

Gypsum is




