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A Vlew From The Trenches...

B"Ir' THE TIME many of you read this month's "COLLECTOR"
five of the most famous Regiments of the British Army will

have marched into the pages of history...

This December, The Black Watch... The Royal Scots... The Argyll &
Sutherland Highlanders... The King's Own Scottish Borderers
and... The Highlanders will be amalgamated into a giant new
regiment - The Royal Regiment of Scotland. The British Government, in all
their wisdom, have, with a stroke of the pen destroyed hundreds of years
of military pride, tradition and history - all for the sake of reducing
defence costs!

The original line
sketch for the
If BEATOD veteran G,

®Fhe Black Watch Pipes & Drunts on
This, at a time, when our already under-manned and under-funded

Army, Navy and Air Force are already stretched with overseas

commitments in Irag, Afghanistan and half-a-dozen other places around

the globe. Tony Blair and his political cronies in the British Government
| are very good at putting British servicemen's lives in danger... they're not
very good at providing the money to give them the weapons, the
equipment or the numbers required to do the job properly.

Enough of politicians... let's get back to toy soldiers. This issue we're
featuring more Napoleonics - The King's German Legion and The Black
Watch plus "The Iron Duke” himself. Then we revisit The Ardennes in the
winter of 1944 with our latest "Baitle of The Bulge”™ Gl's. After that we

pRarmie.

2 . : ;
T > venture onto the streets of old China with our newest and best Chinese
LLY, Ifi"!{h THE_ figures yet! There's also a
KING'S SHILLING few other bits and bobs
J&4 but I'll let you discover
BASTOGNE that for yourself. HAPPY
586 COLLECTIMNG!
| IN THE STREETS | e
OF OLD CHINA (] :
':I: : Andy C. Neilson
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OUR WORLD

INDING
RECRUITS

| for the Duke
: of Wellington's
Army was never an
easy task: supply
rarely kept pace with
demand.

Enlistments in
the British Isles, even
at the height of the
. Mapoleonic Wars,
never cxoeeded more
than 15000 men in an].-'
single vear.

Civen the difficulties of
recruiting enough
EBritish born saldiers
by conventional
methods, the
Government of the
time relied on
a variety of splutions.

One was the large-
scale recruitment of
forcigners
especially...Germans.

THE BIRTH
OF THE LEGIONMN

In 1803 Britain Sem—m————
was again at war with France. Because of
the links between Hanover and Britain
I'I:__.uTl.'l-;r I mesr=s ofly HJ..I!II,: ql" Grial Brilain

and Elector of Hamover) Mapoleon
dispatched an army to attack the small
Cerman state.

Thousands of Hanoverians fled (o
Britain and soon the beginnings of an
arrmy-in-exile were formed.

By 1805 the King's Germun Legion
included cavalry (Diragoons).. Line Infantry
(4 Battalions). Artillery (5 Batlerfes). A
corps of Engineers  and, of course,
Infamtry Brigade.

I I-.l\{rll.l i)

P

disbanded more than
28 (NN Hamoverians fand
quite o fewe other mationalities) ﬁ
served in s ranks. -
K & C's collection
shows L'i.a,',ht
individual Lighi
Infantrymen in
dramatic action
poses. ;

"THE AULD FORTY-TWA"

In addition to our Germans
wo've alio peleassd Baeo very usefial
new Highlanders to reinforce our
:"‘-\..\'I]'II:I.II.,'IJﬁ.:I_ Black Walch |'-=:|,'_-;|'. e i
a Highland casualty reeling back
from a musket ball I';_-I the head. The
other, a Highlander kneeling-to-
repel is perfect for helping to form
the traditional “Brifish Square” bo

J, far,” he continues,

Sghse Cerman Legion was formed,
™y

I umntil
A1

K& C's LIGHT INFANTRY

King & Country’s choice of Light
[:|1r'=1|1lr:u.' as a suitable subject o
y portray in miniature is no accident.
"The rale of skirmishers iIn
Napoleonic warfare was relabively new.”
:'h.mi}' L. Meilson, K & s creative
|:_'.|i|‘v|_'-|_'|:|_‘:-|‘ says. “All of our infantry relenses so
“have been wearing the
Iraditional Brilish redeoals or the
blue uniforms. .'r was fime
sarething different..

The KGL Li -.,,.lr.‘ Infantry is certainly
that - dressing in rifle green tunics and
gray trousers with green shakos was an
|.'.'||'|!;' attempt bo flerd b the countryside
instead of shading ouf boldly .1;..r,ni:|1:~t'lt!

Their wuniforms weapons  and
equipment were virtually identical to
Britain's own Eifle Hegimenis - the
60Ih and the 950,

Between 1803, when the King's

Frernch
te do

1816 when it was

repulse a Cavalry charge.

T o

"THE IRON DUKE"

Chur final Napoleonic release is none
other than Bonaparte's sworn ene my -
Artlr Wellesley, Duke of Wellinglon and
Victor of Waterlog.

Known by friend and foe alike as
“The Iron Dake”, Wellington was Famous
for his stee |.1. resalve, harsh |.,|--|_Ip|lrL'
and almost contempt for his own troops.
speaking, B2 on one occasion, of the
British infantry, I don’t
Keopopar §F M 1y ._|'|H 'n-.:'rf.'.l.
the eremy but

1 o,
fhey frf'.;-'Jla'rl mel

i NATH
t K & C's Wellington
i sits proudly on his

NAT2

favourite horse
“Copenhagen”
the

directing
y. battle.

IN MINIATURE

“Io Take The
King's Shilling .
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N DECEMBER 1944, the
German Army launched a
surprise attack through the
Ardennes forest that aimed
to capture the port of Antwerp
and split apart the Western
Allies.

| Hitler's intention was to either delay
the Anglo American advance on Berlin ar
force them to agree o a scparate peace
settlement that would “free-up”™ his
armies ko q_E:_',_1| 1.'.'11|: thir Fussians.

BBADS |
US' Tank Destroyer |

Skorzeny spread even more panic in the

rear areas and captured several key i

points. il R
In the midst of this

debacle
sOMme
American
units not
anly
managed to
stay together

I[he Fuhrer's chowce L

of the Ardennes for his . WOl Skorzeny s

1 I.\_'I:‘-i.| r:'|.1]|_'-r I.I”I':'Ihi:"\.l' Was
tactically shrewd... The
inadequate state and

| unreadiness of the

American Divisions in

that sector was well

knovwn b0 the Germans.
The dangerous
mixture of w eary,

Il undermanned wveteran

units alongside fresh but

untested nNew COMmMETs wWis

a disaster just waiting o

happen. On December

16,1944 in the carly hours

af the mor r1i|'|:?; that

disaster struck!

Y5 ul:,h di H-.;'.':.'*-H-ll a3 it

| ||‘?Pn e '\-.|'|| .
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“BESIEGED
BASTOGNE

King & Countrys

latest “Batde of The

Bitlge”™ releases honours
the fighting men of
Bastogne fire 1071
Pl

6 sets of Gl's cover a
wide range of different
aspects of the bitter
fighting for the
beleaguered town. 2 of
these new scts also
feature men of CHio

: RETREAT, RETREAT

Even as the first German shells and
mortar bombs fell on American forward
positions whole companies, battalions
and even regiments began to fall back
and fall apart.

Confusion reigned as valuable
weapons and equipment were hastily
abandoned in the fight away from
the advancing Germans. To make
matters much worse a “special” battle
group made up of English-
speaking Germans dressed  #5:3
as American MP's and "y
Gl'sand led by 55 il
Major Otho

Skorzeny's ‘ersafz’ U5
but fought back courageously against battle group..and their fakes
much larger enemy forces.

[he most famous of these
Trofdoits” took place in the little
Belgian town of .. Bastogne.

BEADS is our 'M21 Mortar Carrier
This 8lmm tube is mounted on the back
of the famous M3 Halftrack, Two Gl's
man the mortar while the vehicle dnver

looks on.

Hﬂ Mortar Carrier

e — i S s e



BBADS 'Returning Patrol' portrays a
Fman section refurning from a prisoner
grabbing recce. They've been successful
too! A well camouflaged Volksgrenadier
dejectedly marches with them.,

BBEADT "The Ultimate Price® Tied
to a wooden stake and blindfolded
one of Skorzeny's men, captured in Gl
uniform, faces an MP firing squad.
An army padre savs a final prayer.

BEADS "Wolf in Sheep's Clothing' -
A German Stug 11 roughly disguised as
an American Tank Destroyer. Three false
Gl's discuss their options.

BEAD "Pack Howitzer Set’ Three
101 'I:r\-;_h;l'l_‘:-l_'r:-.. f'i:._'ll'lt.ll'l;q the eold prepang L]
tight their next battle - their weapon... an
air portable 75mm ‘Pack” Howitzer.

BBEAID "Welcome to HBastogne” A
veteran 101 ‘trooper carrying his trusty
B.AR. automatic rifle greelz a Depot
|-11-pu' - & young, untested recruit straight
trom the Replacement Depot. Between
them stands a battered Bastogne road
Sign.

OTTO SKORZENY

Otto "Scarface’ Skorzeny (1908-75)
became one of Hitler's chief “trouble-
shooters’. He came to fame by leading
the rescue mussion to save [taly's
deposed dictator Mussolin,

During the Ardennes Offensive,
Skorzeny organized and led a battle
group disguised as Americans lo
infiltrate and disrupt Allied lines. He
even spread a rumonr that a "l leam”
was after Eisenhower,

.a.!.;'.f.!r.‘rm;f of wnir crimes, Skorzeny,
after the war, became a successful
businessman in spain.

4 OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE
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OPERATION '"NORDWIND'

HE ARDENMES
Offensive was not
the only attack the
Germans  planned  for
December 19494, Hoping
b0 cateh the Allied armies
off-balance a second
smaller one opened an
hour before midnight on

Day itself the Luftwaffe launched its
last major acrial offensive in the West.
More than 900 German aircraft
attacked Allied airfields all along the
front. Although thev destroyed over
300 British and American aircraft they
lost an equal amount themselves.

More seriously they lost many
experienced aircrew who they could
not casily replace,

By early January 1945 "Nordwind’
: had “rum out sfeam’
and been called off.
Together with the
Ardennes offensive

BBADY
PACK HOWITZER SET

—

_ the Germans had

? B e - lost almaost 100,000

men,nearly 1,000

armoured  vehicles and

q ooy much valuable equipment.

?':,uw Years o E These attacks had

.|:.".'r," !"5‘-'4. % ‘il.“l:'i-i'l-llhlf-‘ 1.‘]!,"!':1'I|l|‘|.‘] Thl.‘ -"'.Hit"l.'l

:,l'h:v?:f:'r advance but could not affect the final
SAco

: ; outcome.
recently liberated by Free

forces.

Here a total of 10
divisions attacked the US.
6th Army Group. But this
time the Allies were ready
for them. Although the
Americans did pull back it
was only to shorten their
battle line. Free French forces
however refused the order to
pull back and put up a bitter
defence of Strasbourg,

Meanwhile, on Mew Year's

"HAVE YOURSELF A RS
MERRY LITTLE CHRISTMAS?™

about others less fortunate than himself.
“Hame merry  drille
Christmas.”

A " o ol f i
Fimally we have something a little ST :

unique... our Gl Christmas Santa. XMO05-01
shows a US Army jeep loaded up with all t"‘? X T P,
kinds of surprises. Oranges from *?
Florida...Cola from California...Cans of g : .
peaches from Georgia plus boxes and i ;

boxes of C rations all destined :
for a bunch of orphaned kids
and an old priest who's taking
care af them.

Sitting next to the jeep
driver is Santa himself... or
is that just one of the Gl's
all dressed up? Even in
the midst of war an
American Gl still
thinks

o
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ON THE STREETS OF OLD

Hong Komgers toas a fagge Domes!™
EXPANSION INTO CHINA

Sitrevls of

ROUND THE WORLD as well
as right here in Hong Kong
King & Country's different
"Chinese” series have proved to be

Following the success of

Ofd Hong Kong™ a decision was made (o

both popular and very “collectible”.

The original series “Streets of Old
Hong Komg™ began in 1994 with just ten
little sets. At that time the r
‘targeted” mainly at tourists visiting “The
Pearl of the Orient”. King & Country’s co
founder and creative director, Andy C.
Neilson remembers, “For quite a while
K&C had seen the meed for a series that was
non-military. Something that might alse
appenl to the female market.  Simulfaneously
with the handever of Homg Keng to China
more ard mrore fonrisls were CoRing
ot foosee Hre last |'I|'- ‘colonial
Hong Kong.”

Why not, Andy thought,
combine all of these
ingredients into one delicious

range was

cake. But what kind of a
cake? HK138

"One  evening  wnnle H_H_
watching  lelevision  someomns

wrs talking about the 99 year lease
Britain hud signed with Chima on Kouwloon
ard the New Territories back in 1898.7

"Suddenly the light bulb”,
continues, “came on! That was 1f..
Kong at the close of the 19th Century.”

Fortunately for Andy as a history
buff there were lots of books (especially
with plenty of vintage photos) of that cra.

"Before long | had collected and tooked af
literally thousands of photographs and
graphic illustrations of Homg Kong at the
furn-of-the-conlury. “Streets of OMd Homg
Kong " started to take shape.

THE SERIES EXPANDS...

As the first Chinese figures began to
sell Andy saw that his original “targel
market” was expanding. “Back in 25 there
were many expatriale foreigners living and
working in Hong Kong for the British and
Hong Komg Govermments. As te handover
approgched many of these people were leating

the Croton Colomy
aid  relurnnmg

Andy
Homg

18

o Britain.. Australia.. New
Zealand and other countries, Many of Hent
uvanted a serall souvenir of Hong Kong - Hhe
“Stremts " series _|'.i.'h'|1I the Bl ,!"-:'Fl"l'l.h'.l.l. ol
too expensive, not oo big Inil Fuarrad-nurdee qeed
arigiral...the ideal menrento and gift.”

Another unexpected group of buyers
began to also emerge... local Hong Kong
Chinese. As the city has grown and
expanded most, if not all, of the ‘ol
Hong Kong has virtually disappeared -
the traditional clothes... the buildings...even
the street trades...almost all gone.

Many local Hong Kongers realized
that progress had taken its toall of thedr
unique cultural identity and wanted to
callect a small remembrance of that.

"I was delighted Iy this I".*'"
new development,” Andy il
savs. “The lourrsts e
had aimed for...the local
expatriates  and  the

y  expand inte other historical periods in

China's colouril i'li*-':l:lr:r'.
[hus was born “The ik
Rord™ a range of Figures
|_‘|1_1|:1'i|;'|ir‘|:._: the fabled route
between The Middle
Kingdom and The West.
! That gave K&C the
|:|'|‘:-|;‘h:|I'l|,II"|'ir:l.' tea '|_'.h|:'|:1|_:||_:||;|.' Tk
only figures but
camels and..eoen an elephnt!
One part of “The 5ilk
Raoad” - the Magistrate
Mandarin on his eclephant
accompanied by a mounted
Imperial Guards Cavalry
escort gavie Andy the sdea o
develop two other Chinese
collections = “The Imeperial
Colleetion™ and “The Chimese
Army”. Both of these newer
! series focused on the Ching
'E' Dynasty Pu_'TH,:-lj from the mid
]mh [Th] l:]'u: late 1%th Centuries.
Fortunately all of these
",11_*1_11 -:_'-:||'|'|r'!|"||.fl'|.'i.'|||:-.'

84

 —

horses,

series have
successful and that has
allowed the company
to constantly upgrade
improve their
figures to a far higher
standard than earlier
releases,

LATEST
ADDITIONS

and

As “Streets of
Old Hong Kong™
is the original
Chinese series
let's begin with

the latest “add-
ons ...

The Hong Kong Police has
played a vital part in the
Territory's history since its

earliest days. These 3 new
figures and a special building Hll
an important gap in any “Streets”

collection.
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HK143 'Street HEK146 The Flower Stall Set A

Toy Seller'. Once a  wealthy lady pauses to buy some fresh
familiar sight on flowwers from a vendor. The Aower stall is
Hong Kong's included.

bustling avenues  THE IMPERIAL COLLECTIONS
an itincrant Toy =
Hawker (Merchani) 1C011 The Opera Stage. A beautiful

and colourful 3 dimensional setting for
our Chinese Opera
players.

IC012 Standing
Guard with Spear,
i i S P i The first of our all-new

Rt T e . sy " - u Flj.'l'l'ill'.il‘i.l Chinese
HK137 Chinese military figures. Like the
Constable with rifle - following figures he is a
standing at attention member of the Emperor’s
with his Martini own Guard and is
Henry carbine. This dressed in '|r'|'|}‘:||.=r|'.=|[
policeman would vellow.
guard key government
installations in the
Crown Colony of
1 898,

HEK138 Chinese
Police Corporal taking notes in his
notebook. :

HK139 Chinese Constable on the
‘beat’ - Truncheon in hand this policeman
keeps the streets safe with his foot
patrol.

HE140 Police Station facade - Based
on an actual building still standing in
Hong Kong. This structure was
typical of the mix of Chinese and British
architecture of the era.

Education has always been fmportant fo
Chinese people and our ‘new’” version of
¥ for Chinese New Year a male

e

trying to sell his wares. One
voung boy strains to get closer
another peers closely at the
quality - the adult looks on.

HK144 Tailor Shop Sct. A
master tailor and his assistant
measure up a  traditional
cheong saam (long dress) for
a female customer, A
standing dummy displays
another example of his work.

HK145 Tangerine Bu yer. In time 1C013 Marching Guard with Spear

1C014 Marching Flagberer carrying
the Regimental Banner,

IG0z0 IC015 Standing Guard Reporting.

IC06 Mounted Officer

ICH7 Kneeling Guardsman

ICONE Mounted Lancer

ICM9 The Emperor Qianlong One of
China’s most revered rulers and a mighty
emperor mount on his favourite horse.

[CD20 The Archery Set. Three
Imperial Archers dressed in forest green
take part in target practise.

IC021 Traditional Tent. A circular
structure originally designed by the
Mongols and adopted by the Chinese for
s in the field.

So if you're interested in the

s Mistory of Hong Kong and China
: ; . there’s definilely  plenty to
s feast your r_u.':-c. on
this festive season!

ic014

an old favonrite showes this...
HK141 The ‘New' Sireet School. An  householder transports the

elderly schoolmaster and his young traditional orange tree from the

pupils in the learning process. market,
HE142 ‘Street Kids'. Two ‘add-on'

street children with a pesky rooster!

i

., leon2
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: i H il
HIS DECEMBER sees the

launch of the two latest
King & Country Collectors Club
figurines - a Napoleonic French
Marshal and Germany's leading
tank ace of WW2, These two
pieces are "exclusives” only
available to members of the
Collectors Club and will
be produced for a limited time
only.

CFo05 is Marshal Jean-Baptiste
BESSIERES one of Mapoleon's most loval

commanders. Fearless in action he was an
exceptionally good cavalry leader.

SOMEWHERE
IN NORMANDY...

Cur 18t Century  Farmbhowse  and
Courtyard (SP17 & 18) form the perfect
backdrop for a 20th Cenfury battle... F

Waffenn 55 Panzergrenadiers arrl:i:"
Luftwaffe Fallschirmjagers -
prepare for @, —=w

counteraltack: =
i g

%,

TWO NEW K&C 'CLUB' FIGURES

THE LAST PAGE

'READY FOR INSPECTION!

During the withdrawal at the Batile of
Essling he calmly walked up and down
the skirmishing line, hands behind his
back, under heavy enemy fire.

His luck ran out on the 15t May 1813
when he was struck down by a
ricocheting roundshot while
reconnoitring the day before the Bathle of
Lurtzien.

Our Bessieres figure is dressed in the
uniform of a Colonel-General of the
Imperial Guard Cavalry.

CFi& ‘_';5-”.‘Julrll:ih.-rrI.','u.l-.'.l'.;'.' Michae!
Wilfrman, the most famous tank ace of
WW2. K&C has produced two popular
maodels of different Tiger Tanks Withman
commanded during his
briet but brilliant military
carecr - WST5H and W543.

Now we have this
unique ‘portrait” figure of
Michael Wiltman himself
in a <haracteristic
pose. Dressed in his
black "Panzer” uniform
and wearing his Knight 's
Crass anth Swords award
at his neck the VOLNnE
tank commander, map in
hand, strides confidently
forward.

His most famous tank battle was

T . .
N

......

: [
(i B B S

1944 where

Villers-Bocage in June
he, virtually single-
handed l}'_. c'iw'-ll'ﬂ?.'ud
the advance guard
of a British
armoured column
Sadly he
killed on & August
1944 while leading a
counter atkack

Was

Marshal
[ean-Baptiste
BESSIERES

JOINING OUR
COLLECTORS" CLUB

To fimd oul how you
can join our Club and get
these superb figures simply
log on b our website for
more details:

W kingandcoun bry.con

S5-Hauplsturmfulirer
Michael Wittaman
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