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COLLECTQ

A View From The Trenches...

Concept sketch k__ 3 " e
for "Winter’ / : "‘\\ YDL"RE COLD... you're lonely... you're faraway from home... and ';_-_
Gl : is that a tank you hear in the distance?”
< !u" We look back sixty years - back to the frozen and snow covered %
/ -'n:} Ardennes in December 1944. The scene of the last great =

: German offensive of the Second World War. Readers will get =
a 'sneak peek’ at our upcoming “Battle of the Bulge” series -
due for release in early 2005.
We'll move to a much warmer climate with the latest sets in =
~our very popular "ANCIENT L | ;
2 EGYPT In The Time of
~ The Pharaohs” series.
Monuments...Royal
Hunting Parties... and a fabulous Chariot
set to complete the release.
Traditional Napoleonic collectors have also not
been forgotten. Dynamic and colourful French
Dragoons dramatically battle with Scotland's
Finest - The Black Watch.
Finally there is our latest “Streets of Old Hong
Kong” releases and... our very own Santa
Claus. This year he's visiting China for the

first time!

As usual that's just a small part of our very
big K&C picture. At this time all of us at King
& Country would like to wish all of you a very
merry Christmas and a healthy, peaceful New
Year.. HAPPY COLLECTING!
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FULL
YEAR AGO we
launched our epic
series on Ancient
Egypt to great
acclaim. Mow, 12
months later
King & Country are
introducing five
more amazing set
pieces to add to your
collection...

i
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First and foremost is a
magniticent mounted set “THE
PRINCE OF EGYPT CHARIOT™ -
AED3 - A prince of the Royal
Kingdom stands proudly on his
superbly decorated war chariot.
Pulling the piece are two richly
ornamoented Arabian stallions.

The whole set is firmly anchored on

fal * . Here he returns to the palace followed
a special landscaped” style base. Ef

by two loyal retainers carrying his ‘kill'.
AE16 The Hunting Party
shows the two Royal
gervants with a pole
carried between them -
hanging from it a young
desert antelope.
ANIMALS

OF THE NILE

In Ancient Egypt a
great variety of animals

were revered and
worshipped. Cats of all

shapes and sizes were
particular favourites. We have produced
one of the Royal ‘'mascots’ - a powerful
= <% young leopard together _
L

THE ROYAL HUNT
Our Princely Chariot is not our only
Royal 'release’ at this ime... AE15 The
Hunting Pharaoh is another. Pharach,

Son of Ra, has enjoved a day of #4 Yyoung animal would ;L

hunting - always a favourite Royal g probably have been ¢

sport! F raised as a cub in the
Royal Palace itself.

It was said that they were
used for hunting although
they could often prove

9
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THE JOURNEY CONTINUES...
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with his handler. This " —

OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE
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WAR CROWN
I"JJ:'_rIJ-Iﬂrml.rr 'S T
fIage wirs ag @ war
leader. He aoprted
the Bilue Crowni, or
ot Ieelpeed amd qoas
secel aed ot Hving
srrriar god.

precaution, our set, AETT The

Eoyal Mazscol, shows the

handler 1~q|.:i|ﬁpu-:‘| with a spear
and a dagger!

TEMPLE
GUARDIANS
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Qur final release among
these new additions is
a pair of Sphinx - like
atafues, AEDS, These
stone  monuments
often formed an

; ; avenue leading up to
E-  the entrance-way  of
~mig? aa® the Temple and were
= thought to be ‘guardians’
of the building itself.

CHARIOTS
Introduced from the Middle Exst into Egypt in
circa 1650 B.C, chariots revolufionized iath
frapnaprord dand reanfare.
Ancient !_.'a:'_l,rpﬁmrs gopnr maslered this e
inroration and became great  horsemien.
Chariols were algo omne nf Hee jﬂl-ﬂlfrr'!r g Hee
mrost important ifems fo e buried wilh
Plharaohs ir therr Rodgnl Fowmbis,

o
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BOOTS & SADDLES
n Imperial Decree created the
Regiment of Dragoons of the
Imperial Guard on the 15th
of April, 1806. Never before had
Dragoons been so privileged to
guard the Emperor so closely.

One of the main reasons for this
honour was the superb fighting
qualities French Dragoons had
shown in Mapoleon's most recent
campaigns.

Yover IX Y err X000 monole]
prafol. Each cavalngammn s
- eignipped with a pair of prsfols,
These new Dragoons of the Guard
were o be specially honoured. All of
the men and othicers came trom the
very best the line Regiments of
Dragoons had to offer.  Although
wearing the normal green Dragoon
coat, their facings were to be while
and they were to wear a large red
feather P]I,]I'III;* an
the side of their

helmets ﬁ":

field of Waterloo.

For many years afterwards, it was
a proud boast of many an aged
veteran o declare. F was a member of
the Empress” Dragoons!”

(officers lo wear while). Their helmet
band was to be faux’ leopard skin.

A FAMOUS NAME

Mapoleon's wite, Josephine
de Beauharnais, was to be the
Regiment's 'Godmother” and it was
her that gave them their other title
“Dragons de L “Imperatrice” or "The
Empress’ Dragoons”.

Over the following years, the
Regiment saw much hard service in
the Emperor’s cause and suffered
accordingly. However their loyalty
and dedication were never in doubt
even as they crossed Europe and into
Russia on Napoleon's great but ill-
fated military adventure of 1812
From an overall strength of sixty-
four officers and 1,022 men, less than
halt that number would ever see
France again.

During the next few years, they
continued to play a leading role in
the Emperor's cavalry plans. Finally
they met their fate, like so many
others of Napoleon's guard, on the
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4 OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

THE SKIRL OF THE PIPES.. THE BRIGHT FLASH OF COLD STEEL
AND THE BATTLE CRIES OF THE BRAVE HIGHLAND MEN...

Scotland The Brave!

THE BLACK WATCH

s Scotland’s senior Highland
Fegiment, The Black Watch has a
history and reputation few could

claim equal.

lhe Regiment was first founded in
17349, as six independent companies, to
‘podice” the wild Scottish Highlands and
the wild highlanders who lived there.
Before long the British Crown realized
that these brave and hardy soldiers could
be just as useful on overseas G
campaigns.

In 1756, war broke odit in Marth
America bebween the British and
the French. The Regiment
was sent o New York
and spent the next bwo
vears campaigning along the
Hudson Eiver. It was there at
Ticonderoga in July 1758 that they
won their first battle honour.

During the American War of
Independence (1775-1783), they fought
up and down the Eastern seaboard
almost continuously. The Napoleonic
Wars saw them capture Minorca and
fight in Egypt and Spain throughout the
long Peninsula War.

Their final Napoleonic action was the
“Hundred Days Campaign™ which led up
to Waterloo, Here at Quatre Bras on June
16 the Regiment fought a heroic
rearguard action against massed French
Cavalry. Their performance being singled
out by the “lron Duke™ himselt for a
.-'.pm‘i.':] “mention in dispatches”.

King & Country's nine latest Black
Watch Napoleonic figures accurately
depict the frenzigd fighting during the
action at Cuatre Bras. Add on our first
four Black Watch figures and vou have all
the makings of a great |1_'|-|_‘:-|.=Zi|:‘|:._‘| British
BOUATE .

THE RED HACKLE

The hackle is of red g & fcathers
worn originally 228 behind the
bonnet badge. It is

-

gy e,

P

no worn on its own without a badge
The legend of the Regiment's red
hackle is debatable, but it supposedly
started after the action at the battle of
Celdermalsen in Holland 17495,

What is definitely true however, is that
after the 42nd refurned home from the
1794-1795 campaign in Flanders, an issue
of red feathers was made on parade in
1795, at HRovston in Hertlordshire,
During the :"-.I."lpnimni{ Wars, the Light
Companies wore a red over dark green
hackle, the Grenadier Company a red
over wwhibe hackle, the Battalion or Centre
Companies retaining the all red hackle.

The REegiment's right to wear a "red
vilture Feather” in their
bonnets was assured by
== an Army Order of 20th
August 1822 which
stipulated ..o be wsed
b exclusively by the 42nd
L Regiment”.

Interestingly, Sir

Calin l:_'.n'nr.nh;:]]
who commanded
The Highland
Brigade, of
which the 42nd
was a part, in
the Crimea was
s proud of his

brigade that he asked for and was
granted permission to wear a feather
bonnet like his men and a special hackle
was made for him, the top third red for
the 42nd and the lowoer bwo thirds while.

Even today the ‘red ackle” can be seen
on modern Black Watch soldiers” Tam o
Shanters and feather bonnets,

BATTLE HONOURS

Among  the countless "Baflle
. Homouwrs" awarded to the
Regiment, these are some of
the most famous...Cornmem.
Salamanca. Waterlfoo. Al
Sevastapol.  Lucknow. Tel-el
Ketir, Pasrdebirg, The Marne.
Ypres. The Somnie.  Arras.
Hindenburg Line, Dunkirk, 5§
Valery, Falaize, Tobruk, El
Alamrein. The Rirme. Siculy.
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With the Western Allies ready to invade Germany, Hitler was convinced that the

only way to save the Reich was to stake everything on a last great offensive: -

"Strike hard and unexpectedly and the Allies might yet sue for peace!"

THE ARDENNES...
LAST GAMBLE

HITLER

THOUSANDS of

Amerlcan Gl's  spread
thinly ACTOss the
Ardennes forest that

December of 1944, it was the
front where nothing happened.
Occasional patrols over the snow
blanketed hills and wvalleys of
castern Belgium and
Luxemburg came across little
sign of enemy activity. For these
bored, c¢old and often
disgruntled GI's the action was

obviously elsewhere.

That illusion was to be brutally
shattered at precisely 5:30am on
saturday, December 16, 1944.
Huddrn]y‘, with no warning, a
massed German artillery assault
began. To the well concealed
Cerman soldiers it was “an earth
shaking crescende”. To the stunned
Americans it was a horrific
early morning surprise!

OPERATION
WACHT AM RHEIN

As the bombardment lifted along
a A0 mile front, German armour and
infantry punched through the thinly
held American lines.

Hitler's ambitious plan was to
split the Allies and drive swiftly
towards Antwerp and the sea. The
Fuhrer was confident that the
Americans, British and Canadians
would split apart with none of them
capable of launching coordinated
counter attacks.

Typronl :-5 Panzergremadien

The plan "WACHT AM
RHEIN" ("Watch on the
Ehine') called for 25 Nazi
Divisions - ten of them
armoured - to make the
breakthrough. A German
total of 275,000 men, almost
2,000 artillery guns and nearly 1,000
tanks and armoured vehicles faced
the US 1st Army of just 83,000 men,
400 guns and just over 400 tanks and
armoured cars,

THE BULGE GROWS...
As the Germans advanced

through the early morning fog,
many of the young, inexperienced

Gl's panicked and broke for the

rear causing disorder and
confusion.
Here and there though, in

isolated villages and individual
farm houses, in frozen foxholes
and wintry wooded tracks, small
pockets of Americans held firm.
These battered remnants
began to slow down the German
advance.

At the same time retreating Gl's
blew up vital fuel and

b

supply
depots that the Germans hac
counted upon to restock their

vehicles and troops from.
REAL OR NOT REAL?

An important part of the Nazi
plan was the use of English-
speaking Germans dressed as
American Gl's - particularly Military
Folice. These undercover troops
altered signposts... gave wrong
directions... and caused much
confusion. It was even rumoured
that a hand-picked group of German
GI's were heading for Eisenhower's
Versailles H.Q. to assassinate him!

This dangerous mix of panic,
confusion and inexperience allowed
many US units to be overrun or
caught on the move.




Jeep and driver from BBAGH RLD IN MINIATURE

FINALLY,
THE LINE HOLDS

Eventually the
situation began to
stabilize = the British
and Americans in the
Morth began to push
south. Patton and his
Third Army changed
direction and puﬁhud
northwards. The
Germans began to grind
o a halt and £0 0N the
defensive, ABOUT OUR FIGURES

simultanecously, the US 101st

Airborne reinforced a little town in " _ _
Belgium and found themselves Bulge” releases will focus mainly on
the LS. Forces... in this case the American MP's and their jeep

directing traffic. They look and

BBAO2 "Supporl
Group" provides the
platoon with extra tire
support. In this case, a
30 calibre machine
gun, a azooka’ Gl and
two more riflemen.
BEBADI "MNUTS!"
Brigadier McAuliffe's
immortal reply to the
Cerman demand  for

his surrender. Here,
MeAuliffe and his Gl
bodyguard confront
two German officers.

King & Country’s first "Battle of the BBAO4 "Friend or Foe?" A really
unique set... Three seemingly

putnumbered, cut off and

surrounded. The town was Infantry. ; .
called... BASTOGNE. We're launching with four great Sound genuine enough - but why are

. sets - all kitted-out for a cold winter they all wearing non-regulation blue

THE MALMEDY MASSACRE | campaign. Our GI's are wearing a Scarves:
oy typical late-war assortment of army OPPOSITION FORCES

kortly after 1:30 prr on December - : :
17, velicles belowging to am great coals, |.]i-13 tield jackets, ETI';.I'"."-"F‘ Later in 2005, we'll be I'L'|.L'1.'|!-il'|;_: a
American artillery abservation and scarves. They are even partially  wwhole bunch of German “Battle of He

babtalion reached the Baugnesz covered in snow and
crossroads, just owlside Malmedy.
As .!l'.':'_l..' Hirned fomards |',JI-,"r||;'4|':'|','|'.¢'
they came wunder heavy fire,

il‘l]!‘it.-. WL Ol
almost feel the cold

Leading tamks of Kampfgruppe and see their icy
Peiper suddenly appeared from the easl. breath!
Ihe ARiericans were 1rr|l|:lr|:-r|'|_'h'4!‘ I:_|r BR A0 IIR'.H[.
I'.li'rj.'-:h' 4:.r JIr"l'H'll.l. Wedpons, ard :ilu.r.:'i.'.l'll,r Section” shows just A
srrendered.  As Peiper’s panzers suepl . 2 . 5
ait, abonf 1500 men were herded info o that - Four GI's with a ]
nestrlvy field. At about 2 pm a single pistol mix of weapons and g
shot rang oul, followed by mochine-gun uitiform !'ll.'ﬁ!]'l!‘li.lli.; J %,I
At Al s

fire as German soldiers, left behind to
grigrd Hre pricovers, cul themr down in
cold Mood, Soon 85 Gis lay dead.

The surpipars, wonnded and

fire on the advancing
Germans.

et = e i

e

Bulge™ forces. Look out for
“winter” 55, Ve:!ﬁc‘#gn*n:rrﬁrrs
and other German soldiers
and fighting vehicles.

il

i %
Bt : ?}E
.

stumbled into Malmedy Hhat night.
News of He Massacre was given wide
publicity, and helped to stiffen
American resolve, After the war,
surrviving members of rthe
Kampfgruppe - inciuding Peiper -
tere part on frial arnd senltenced fo
death, though the sentences were
later commuted.

Cerrruam Brovps moting erough
et ebartared U5, corpoy,
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MNEW EUILD]"‘&L BOOM IN
STREETS OF OLD HONG KONG

Look out for these two latest Chinese
buildings in our "Streets” series. HK124
The Bird Shop and HK125 The Chinese
Fharmacy. Both structures have balconies
suitable for putting figures on.

|
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SANTA COMES
BUT ONCE A YEAR

This is the third yvear

K&C has produced a
special  yule-tide Santa
figure. For 2004, we're

taking him all the way to
China. Santa (XM04-01) is
wearing a  traditional
‘Hakka® hat, carries his
presents ‘coolie-style’ and is
accompanied by a Chinese
‘Chau-Chan” dog. Available
for a limited time only.

future success.

k&L Collectors who want to source more suppliers would be well advised to

"THANK YOU!"

A very big “Tharnkyou™ to all those K&C dealers who took the time and made the
effort to reply to our recent Dealer Survey. Your opinions and ideas are vital to the on
going product development of King & Country and, we hope, both your and our

contact any of these excellent dealers for any of our K&C products.

DNITEIF STATES OF AMERICA

Brenton's Hasracks, &S
Bt unitorsbs kvlivabkoone et

Old Toy SoldSer Hame, CA
ol o] e T e

Ray Eavtos Milita
oy rod ] i

Miniaberes, A
]

Sierra Tey Soldier Company, CA

e b T el et

The Soldier Gallesy, Ch
sl b Py i et

Saper's Seldiers & Minkstuees, Ine, FI
st ksl i s com

Trgps ol Time Ieer. FL
Sy

Erovg rakecxa cin

Hovd ¥ Moger, 1L
e et

Spiril od 78 Colbectibhes, 1N
bl rifof-Thoooe

Linion Cove lilisiorical Niniabses, K%
T

Treofrog Treasunes, MM
salesitrec rogireasures.com

Creenwosd's Toy Soldicr, Ine, NC
Py ] B i b Pl et

Histarie Toy Soldics Shegspr, M)
dainreca Bovsied lurian ray

More New “Streets of Old Hong Kong” Sets are coming,..
Set features an experienced old Chinese doctor seeing his patient and finding out
what's wrong with her. HK127 Street Doctor Helper Set is an additional set which
shows the grandson of the doctor giving a hand to his grandpa by preparing the

Chinese medicine,

HK128 Parrot is a little add-on set for the Bird Shop Facade. A little parrot is waiting

patiently for it's
THEW OWNET.
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