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A View From The Beaches...

INO APOLOGIES for returning again to the beaches and fields of
wartime Normandy in this new edition of “COLLECTOR".

As I watched on television many of the recent 60" Anniversary
commemorations I was vividly reminded of just how important D.Day
actually was!

Had the Allied landings failed America might have turned all of its

huge military energies to the Pacific Campaign. Britain alone could
not have defeated Hitler on continental Europe. That would have left
the job to the Soviet Union which might haye managed

lapped the English Channel and enslaved virtually
all of Western Europe as well as Eastern.

D.Day had to succeed and did so magnificently
under the inspired leadership of Generals
Eisenhower and Montgomery.

King & Country’s own modest efforts realistically
portray in miniature part of those D.Day battles and the
ongoing clash of arms in the days and weeks that

followed.

“Counter Attack™ features elite Waffen 55 troops
and armour painfully making their way to the front
despite constant harassment from allied air attack

and naval gunfire.
| On the opposite side we have probably the finest
forces Britain could muster...Army Commandos

wearing their famous green berets and carrying a

varied assortment of weapons in a variety of great action

poses. Backing them up is a superb model of a Churchill infantry tank

| and...an excellent character study of British Prime Minister Winston
| Churchill himself as he appeared in Normandy on D.Day Plus 6.
Elsewhere in this issue there's important details about our new

ONLINE COLLECTORS CLUB...it's well worth looking into.

Add in some great new “Streets of Old Hong Kong” pieces and
information on the world’s biggest (and best) toy soldier show and that's

this quarter’s “COLLECTOR", Il.f‘ o~ &
So, sit back, relax and prepare ' L 1
to enter our world in miniature... | LL .
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‘Britain will fight on!" Churchill declared

| "It takes a special breed of man
'to become a very Epeeial kind of S0ldi€Ceee’

in June 1940, as the last dejected

survivors returned from
Dunkirk. ‘We shall return.”
And so they did, Britain's =
Special Forces - nﬂwlg
formed commando and

paratroop units - to launch daring

raids up and down Hitler's long European

coastline...

I THE SUMMEE of 1540 Britain stood

Although its army had escaped
France wvirtually all of its heavy
equipment - tanks, guns and transport had
been left behind.

From the northern most tip of Norway
to the southern peaks of the Pyrenees
almost all of Western Europe lay under the
iron heel of the Nazi jackboot.

I'o the rost of the world it 2eemed as f
the island nation had but a few wecks o
One man however breathed
defiance and rallied a demoralized country
- Winston Spencer Churchifl. With the help,
courage and skill of the Royal Air Force's
lighter pilots and a few hundred Spitfires
and Hurricanes Britain fought off the Mazi
acrial armadas. At the same time Churchill
himsel |‘.l|'|.1['||:|-.-|_'|.i |h|._= I:|_'|r|111r|:'i|;||1 u[ "_-._rll'u_'|'.-|.|
forees” that would carry the fight directly to
the enemy. Churchill, from his experiences
in the Boer War, remembered the success
of small, well-armed (and well-motivated)
Boer horsemen who could mowve fast, hit
hard and get away before the British could
vrr'L'L'Ii*.'vI:.- respond. They called
“Camrnrandiog .

Why not, he surmised, recruit similar
small-scale units from the best volunteers
the British Army could provide to hit the
Germans hard where and when they least
expected il :

This unit's principal task was (o
“develop a reign of terror wp and doone Hhe
ey .'.Iur-i.'...J'r'eli'r'rlll.; i trail af Gernan CONPRars
bediind.”™
S0 wias bom
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"The Commandos.”™

COMMANDO TRAINING

.

Conmimmaitdo morrtai = climbing
af Acleracinrry,

OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

noal
[:HIII:I'IIII.IMII'I“’! Support Tank

Barcking np osr Commarndos.

valunteers had  to
and :ii,;l.'l:lul,l*-. |_‘i!'1-.'-1.i|,.:||
mental training at a special “school for
seondrels” set up at Achnacarry on the
rugged Wesl Highland coast of Scotland
FIT TO FIGHT

Greai emphasis was placed on self-
reliance, physical fitness and maximum
skill-at=arms for cach individual. In
addition all ranks had to be trained and
proficient  in cliff and  mountain
climbing..unarmed combat.. seamanship
and boatwork..map reading and usc of
field demolitions and sabotage
felderait and first aid plus much, much |
MAITE, |

Iraiming o acquire such skills went on
continuously. Those failing to make the
."Il."f'l_.f'r;f" = Fi fo Mherr
orrgined  parent umils. Needless to say
casualtics and serious iNjuries were many
l'lt"t.ibl:'l." those whioe E'l{':l"‘\l,_"l.'i,'11_'|,‘| 1.'.'|._'r.|_'
rewarded with their coveted “green berefs”

All
extensive

undergo

and

radio..

grade were Mirned
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St Nazailre 1942

The Greatest Commando Raid

3

In the four years prior to D.Day Army
and Roval Marine Commandos took part
in many raids, large and small, throughout
mainland Europe and North Africa.
Perhaps the most famous was the raid on
St. Nazaire, the French port whose massive
dry-dock was an  obvious base of
operations for the German battleship
Tirpitz,

The decision was made to destroy the
port facilities by means of a Commando
raid. The plan was use an old warship
(HMS Campbelltown)  disguised as a
German  destroyer and  packed  with
explosives to ram the lock gates of the dry-
dock. On board the ship and a small Tlotilla
of British motor torpedo gunboats would
be almost 300 Commandos.

Once ashore these men wouald secure
the dock perimeter and begin demolishing
secondary lock gates, pumping machinery
and nearby submarine pens.

In the early hours of March 28, 1942 the
'n:_'mwal'u_'.'m:-wl] ', her torpedo boats with
their Commandos made their way up the
Loire estuary towards SI  Nazaire.
Unfortunately the German defenses were
on the alert and challenged the small fleet.
A series of signals passed back and forth
allowing the British ships to move nearcr
their objective. Finally the Germans
discovered the ‘bluff’ and opened fire.
Immediately all hell broke loose - the ships

increased to full speed and a hail of fire
erupted from both sides.

At 0134 AM the 'Campbelltown’
rammed into the main lock gates and
shuddered to a halt while the Commandos
on board began to swarm ashore.
Casualties from the following gunboats
were heavy indeed. Many of the
craft were sunk or set alight before
they even reached shore. Finally
just five motor torpedo boats
made it to the dockside to land
those aboard who had
survived,

The raid on the port of
St. MNazaire in March 1942
remains one of the most
audacious and successful
commando actions of WW2,

In all, less than 100
Commandos landed.
Mevertheless they attacked
German  gun positions,
installed their demaolitions

=

h._ﬂ-—"—""":"‘-'-""."' of 51 "'.er._ﬁrr'q_____________-l

Fighting started to die down as
ammunition ran out and wounded and
exhausted men began to surrender.

As the surviving Commandos and
sailors woere being rounded up, searched
and led away a huge explosion erupted at
the main lock gates, HMS Canrpbefifown, iis
cargo of high explosives packed and
hidden in the bow with a delayed action
fuse blew up. Hundreds of Germans
inspecting the vessel or watching it from
the nearby dockside were killed and
wonnded,

The explosion totally destroyed the
huge dry-dock gates and rendered them
and the dock itself useless for the rest
of the war.

One hundred and  sixty nine
Y Commandos and sailors were killed
with another 200 wounded
and captured. The losses had
been great but the objective
L '||| had been achieved with a bold,
daring plan and a few hundred
exceplional soldiers...proud to bear
the name "Commardo”,

Below :Tewe caplured Commuandos
are marched rongh the streets

:

and formed a defensive perimeter to hold |
off German counter-attacks.

Before long the Commandos were
fighting off almost 2,000 Germans with
virtually no hope of reinforcements or
escape. As dawn began to break small
groups of Commandos and sailors tried to
slip away and evade capture - only 3
managed [o do so.

Stuck fast on the lock gates
"Campbelltown ™ disploys f
it= batHe scars.




I-DAY b1

On Sword Beach at 0800 hours a tall, aristocratic Scotsman prepared

to lead his men forward accompanied by his own personal bagpiper..

Just over two yvears after the raid on 5t.
Mazaire the Commandos were again put to
the test - leading the way for the greatest
scaborne invasion in history - Operation
OVERLORD. Eight main Commando units
would be deployed on the three British
and Canadian beaches... " [ume”, "Gold™ amd
","';.!:'lln.l'".

As a
special
tribute

D054
“Sword LT -
Beachmaster” ! =

to all the Commando forces King

wfamw

a Tommy-gun’,

Ably supporting them is our
DD54 "SWORD BEACHMASTER".
This set accurately captures Royal
Nawy Commander Colin Marde and his
dog “Winston™ directing beach
traffic. Viewers of "The Longest <

I‘.l---__""---—-l""'

e et

[y will remember this real-life
personality from the movie. A

Country has come up wilh three very
unique sets of figures and a great
British lank model.

We chose to portray men from the
Ist Special Service Brigade under the
command of Brigadier Lord Loval who
landed on Sword Beach on June 6,
1944,

D52 "COMMAND SET” shows
Lovat, probably the most famous
Lommando leader and his command
section. By his side is Bill Millin, his
personal bagpiper, a radio operator
and the Brigadier's own sergeant
bodvguard. They are on their way o
link up with British glider troops
who had earlier captured the vital

navy signaller,
radio and
loudspeaker
equipment  plus
bicycle-carrying
commandao
complete this
superb set. firr Lard Lot
Then there is our
armoured element.
DD51 "The CHURCHILL
Infantry Support Tank”.
This superbly detailed
model comes in  the
markings of the 6t Gruaerds
Tank Brigade's 3rd Bin. Scots
Crrairrals,

-y ] 1y
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Caen Canal Bridge.
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This unit had a

D53 "GLUN GROUP has
a lying prone Bren gunner g
backed up by three other §g
Commandos with
Lee Enfield
rifles and

distinguished record of

sucoess in the Normandy campaign and

boasted a future Archbishop of
Canterbury among its tank officers!

Car "Churchill” i= qplE:,'

named "DUNKIRK" and also

also
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D053 "Gun Group™
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has "Winston's Revenge!” chalked up on
the side of its turret.

Finally we have a very special solo
figure of the man who can lay claim to
being the “Father of the Commandos™ -
Prime Minister Winston 5. Churchill
DD55. Our figure represents the great
man as he appearcd in Normandy on
D.Day + & when he went to see the
situation for himself.

Churchill dressed in naval guise,
carrics his ubiquitous cane and gives the

;anum:-. V" sign - a pair of binoculars
around his neck and cigar in hand!
All of these Great British sets
make for an even greater D.Day
collection - add them to yours
SO
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Y NIGHTFALL on

D.Day the Allies
had achieved many, :;:'1-*" e
if not all, of their T
primary - e
objectives. .
All five of their
landing
beaches were
secured and
reinforcements
were pouring
in.

The Germans
meanwhile had
overcome their
initial surprise
and indecision
and were
beginning to

WS60

COUNTE
ATTACK!

As the Allies prepared to break out of their D.Day heachheads

attack was 3 VIFOTOLUS and
well orchestrated defonse
of the Mormandy

COUNIrysiac 11sae8i

% As mentioned mn
"COLLECTOR ™ =3

(February 2004 Issue)

L -
h tha ‘x.'-rlll.:l';i:-. B
. was the centuries-old
bk of -'.'.'.11n|"
rombils steep !.'-!'.:._'|1.'-.|
hedgerows and
small individual
fields that bBlanketed
most of the arca.

It waz ideal fo

«
eSSV dipfensy
and particularly
ditficult for advancing
Allied troops and
AFMOur
Eviery
junction or architectural

O OVErCOme.

crosarcads, road

feature was zeroed in by
the German artillery and
FEkars

l_‘i'l_'\':'\.'-\. { '\E

push torces

the Germans were mustering their forces to push them back into the $ea.. b their riflemen

forward to
probe their enemies’ strengths
and weaknesses. They were also
gathering other formations that
could deliver a powerful counter
blow to both breakup the Allied
line and push them back to the
beaches and, they hoped, into the
sea.

ALLIED AIR & SEA SUPPORT

Unfortunately for the Germans, the
Allies had complete superiority in the air.
Rocket and cannon-armed RAF Typhoons
and LS Thunderbolts prowled the skies
over Normandy onthe lookout for any
German = vehicle or tank that
showed itself. Off the

B,

British and
added

hundreds of
American  warships  provided
fircpower to break uap any
military formations foolish enough to
gather together,

CAMOUFLAGE

& NIGHT MOVES

The only way German units could
move towards the front line was if they
were very heavily camouflaged or if they
moved by might. This meant that German
counter attacks were painfully slow in
coming and lacked both the mobility and
strength to be decisive.

Before lonmg the

Command

beachheads

Cerman

Cerman High
realized that
alternative Lo
counter

the only real
their faled

snipers and
machine guns.

The Allied advance,
whelming air superiority and naval gun
fire support, slowed to a snail’s pace. In a
war of attrition like this the Germans
could not win bul it certainly did mot look
they were losing!

"ACHTUNG PANZERS!"

Ké&C's Waffen 55

accurately the

despite  over-

releases

reality of that

lakest
reflect
military situation...
WSSE "NEW FIGHTING PATROL”
Four battle-hardened Pamzer
Carenadiers 4;11r|_':'|,|!'|:.' make their Wy
forward o the front —
their late-war P
dppearance ol
mixgd field grav &
and  camouflage
uniborms s




typical of the period, The firepower they
Carry 15 impressive - two MPY0 Schmeisser
Machine Pistols... the superb MG42
Machine Gun and the Gewehr 43
automatic rifle. In addition, one of the

sections also carries the deadly

O

Panzerfaust
rocket,

The next figures are WSe0 "TANK
AMBUSH Set”™ and they are in action
already! A dynamic four-man
Panzerschrek Team are preparing to
knock-out an Allied tank with the one-
man, shoulder-fired German version
of  the American  bazooka. The
Panzerschrek was harder hitting, had a
longer range and more robust than its LS.
counterpart.

Mext  we  have WSe2 "TANK
RIDERS®...this is am additional set to
W531, our first Tank Riders set. This new
four-man section is hilching a ride -
prossibly their own vehicle was a casualty

anti-tank

of a low-flying Typhoon or Thunderbolt.

Providing the “heavy muscle™ in this
latest release = WS59 "JAGDPANTHER
Tank Destroyer™. This tracked assault gun
mounts the n1lgl1t}' SEmm gun on a
Panther chaszsis. Painted n a realistic
battle-worn finish bwo swatchiul “fankers”
appear out of the top hatches prepared for
anything. By the looks of the missing “side
skirts™ and the non-fatal “hits® on its thick
armour this Jagpanther has already seen
SO action.

Chaposite:

A heavily camonflaged Stug I with crew
menthers warily ,-iqururn'ug the sky for Allied
Sighter-bontbers, .

&T ';}'-l.u “ “‘!":"1 ﬁw“ﬂ I.:;f.:'..: N :I ._;‘:-::\.I“

OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

JAGDPANTHER Tank Destrayer
Peatarled i .'||.I|'-.'r.-:|r'_r,5|.l|'_;|'.'
S ReTeere i Noormnmiidy Jaie 94

SHERMAN NIGHTMARE

“The Sherman’s top speed varied with
the kind of engine fitted, and could be as
ler s 20nmpdr or as high as 30, 17 weighed
30 toms. Some Shermans were fitted in
British factories with 17-pounder anti-
fank guns, replacing the 75unr.. which
could ol penelrate the hm{l&r Cr FIaa i
fanks ab all, while the German 88mm, or
long 75mm, could not fail to knock out a
Sterman at almost any range - cerlainly
2,000 pards. The 17-poumder was capaile
of knocking out @ Tiger or Panther al a
moderate range, amd was comparahle fo

The dantage

inside a lank is caused by the projectile
tearirg through, and by fying fragments of
armour spraying around inside.. A petrol-
engined Sherman would almest aluways catch
Jire because of the vapour inside. The
fremendons impact of the projectile on
armour  would generate immense  heal,
producing something very like an explosion.”
Tpr. Austin Baker,

dthi7th Royal Dragoon Guards,

British 8th Armed. Bde.

P47D THUNDERBOLT
of the 3508k Fiehter Squadromn...
by, frst and dendly!

the German guns, but the Sherman was /

skill at a disadvantage
becanse of its
much

inferior

AFHRONT,

Anti-tank _ _
shot does not depend on an explosion fo
penefrate a tank’s armonr. An ordinary
HE shell wonld not affect 1 Sherman,
urnless it was pery large.. The anmour-
piercing projectile’s effectiveness depends
largely on
velocity,

HAWKER TYPHOON
of 181 Squadron RAF
arnted woith arti=tank rockets.




.;_a

N -

HK123 5itting "Tai Tai"
shows a wealthy married lady
holding a beautiful hand-

painted p.‘:msni. There's lots of
exquisite detail both on her
dress and her umbrella,

Three worthy and colourful
additions to the ever-

TAKE A RIDE
ON OUR BRAND
NEW RICKSHAW

Making a welcome retum to Sireels of

Old Hong Komg® is our latest version of a
Running Rickshaw.

HK121 is our fourth different model
since the series began back in 1994, Mow,
to go with a Rickshaw and Coolie you
must have some passengers.

We've got two...

HEK122 5Sitting Businessman is dressed
in a traditional Cheong 5aam (long gown)
and is carrving a well worn suitcase
covered in exotic Hotel stickers from all
over 5.E. Aszia.

changing, ever-colourful
“Streets of Old Hong Kong ™.

OUR WORLD IN MINIATURE

THE CHICAGO SHOW

If you're into toy soldiers this
toysaldier extrataganza’ i a must! For 4
' dnys and mights  follectors and
dealers from all over the
fogether te el

wfiple

world come

sleep and
M hosrs
dry from the 23rd - 2680 Sept. 2004,

For more info conlact show orgemnizer

drink foy soldiers...

Don Preline on B3I0-497-12
af Dinrestores@aal.com.

19 or entail uim

ANNOUNCING
SOMETHING VERY SPECIAL

FOR OUR OVERSEAS COLLECTORS!

AT LONMNG LAST there is a club aimed
specifically  at  those thousands of
dedicated K&C collectors all over the
world — onfside of Hong Kong.

T|:'|i:-'. new |.',“|:q,.|'|::l... OFr K[NE SI:
COUNTRY ONLINE COLLECTORS
CLUB has been designed to meet the
needs and wishes of K&C collectors who
want to keep in touch with all our latest
developments and newest products.

For a very modest annual fee of just

US $35 here's what Club Members will |

reCeive...

1. An exclusive Limited Edition
K&C figure ABSOLUTELY FREE!
Members can select from any one of
two designs available.

2. A year's worth of
"COLLECTOR", K&C's own, full-
colour quarterly gazette - FREE OF
CHARGE.

3. FREE Copies of all of K&(C's
latest full-colour brochures...as they
are released.

latest
schedules by email.

i The \\ﬂ

figu re release

5. EXTRA Limited Edition Club

figures at a 'Special’ Club price.

ABOUT OUR CLUB FIGURES

Every year we will design and
produce one or more CLUB FIGURES
exclusively for Club Members

To inaugurate the CLUB we have
released TWO very different and
11riHiI'EE|| military miniatures with a
distinctly French flavour,

CF01 is a Fremch Legion
Paratrooper of the colonial struggle in
Indo China circa 1954, His uniform is a
typical “melange” of that era - a mixture
of French, British and American

His military style though is 100%
French Foreign Legion!

e spcond -:|I:‘.'4,"'rir".;.: CFO2 s &
complete contrast — a  colourful
Grenadier of Napoleon's famed "Old
Guard’. Justly famous for their military
bearing this fine figure is ln|:|.r.'~r| of 't by
his giant bearskin = ¢ esf magn

HOW TO JOIN?
simply visil our wiebsite
www.kingandcountry.com for maore
l.il..‘h!ﬂ]ﬁ.

KING & COUNTRY ONLINE COLLECTORS CLUB!

WWW.KINGANDCOUNTRY.COM




